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U n i v e r s i t y  T r a n s f e r 
f r o m  B e l l e v u e  C o l l e g e

Through our 2+2 program, students take the first two years of their 

bachelor’s degree at Bellevue College. With their academic advisor, 

students develop a personalized transfer plan that includes general 

education classes and introductory classes for their major. Bellevue 

College sends more transfer students to four-year schools than any 

other community college in the state! Bellevue College offers 135 

degrees and certificates, including: Associate transfer degrees in 60 

concentrations, and Professional and Technical Programs in more 

than 75 areas with 21 of these degrees transferrable to Washington 

baccalaureate institutions.

Bellevue College is proud that our international students have 

transferred to some of the top schools in the country. Below is a list 

of some of these schools:

 � University of Washington

 � Washington State University

 � Eastern Washington 

University

 � Central Washington 

University

 � Seattle University

 � Seattle Pacific University

 � University of Puget Sound

 � Pacific Lutheran University

 � University of Texas

 � University of Southern 

California

 � California State University

 � University of California

 � University of Oregon

 � The Ohio State University

 � Cornell University

 � University of Minnesota

 � Alabama State University

 � Iowa State University

 � Purdue University 

 � University of Massachusetts

 � University of North Carolina

 � Indiana University

Which program is right for you?

Incoming international students have many opportunities: 

 � intensive English study

 � a two-year 

associate trans-

fer degree (for 

students  

who plan to 

transfer to four-

year universities)

 � professional or 

technical associ-

ate degrees and 

certificates
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B e l l e v u e  C o l l e g e

P r o g r a m  O f f e r i n g s

Intensive English/
University Preparation

What: Bellevue College’s Intensive 
English Program, certified by the Ameri-
can Association of International English 
Programs (AAIEP), is a cost-effective 
and rigorous course of study that offers 
five levels of English language train-
ing to increase the learner’s abilities in 
speaking, reading, writing, listening and 
grammar. After successful completion of 
the program and proof of English profi-
ciency, students can directly transfer into 
Bellevue College academic credit classes.

Who: For international students who 
want to improve their general level 
of English to be more competitive for 
global employment opportunities, and 
non-native speakers of English prepar-
ing to enter a U.S. college or university. 
(See below.)

Bridge Program

What: During the Bridge quarter, 
students take a 5 credit Academic Course 
and 8-10 hours of an Academic Prepara-
tion for Content Courses. Students are 
able to earn college credit, study with 
American students, and continue to 
receive support from trained English-as-
a-Second-Language (ESL) instructors. 

Who: Advanced students may enroll in 
Bridge for one quarter before entering 
full-time credit classes (see application 
for specific requirements). 

Students who successfully complete the Bridge 
program can enter full-time credit, college-
level classes without a TOEFL score.

College Transfer Degrees 
in Arts or Sciences

What: Bellevue College’s two-year asso-
ciate degrees transfer to and complete 
the first two years of a four-year degree 
at American universities and colleges, 
where you can complete a bachelor’s 
degree with two more years of focused 
study.

Who: For international students plan-
ning to earn a bachelor’s degree from a 
U.S. college or university.

See the Summary Chart of Degrees  

and Certificates insert for a list of 

degrees and certificate programs at 

Bellevue College.

Career Training: 
Professional & 
Technical Programs

What: Select courses of study that will 
prepare you to find a job in a specific 
career field.

Who: For students who want to begin work 
after two years or less of study, or seek a 
career change.

International Business 
Professions (IBP) Program

What: Students in this one-year 
program learn the basics of Western 
business through classroom study and 
practical training in industry. The curricu-
lum includes Business and ESL courses 
along with academic classes.

Upon completion of three quarters of 
coursework, students are placed with a 
local company for a non-paid, 220-hour 
observational internship.

Who: For adults interested in upgrading 
their business and English skills.

Bachelor’s Degrees:
Bachelor in Applied 
Science in Radiation and 
Imaging Sciences

What: Bellevue College’s career-oriented 
Bachelor in Applied Science in Radiation 
and Imaging Sciences offers four different 
pathways: 

 � Radiation and Imaging Management 
(RAIM) 

 � Radiation and Imaging Technology 
(RAIT) 

 � Medical Dosimetry 
 � Radiologist Assistant  

Who: Designed for professionals already 
working in the imaging and radiation 
field. For more information, visit http://
bellevuecollege.edu/programs/degrees/
bachelor/bas/.

Bachelor of Applied Arts 
in Interior Design

What: The BAA in Interior Design is one 
of only two CIDA-accredited interior 
design programs in Washington, and we 
embrace the responsibility of preparing 
and inspiring the designers of the future

Who: While the full curriculum is a four-
year sequence, people who already hold 
associate degrees in interior design may 
be able to earn the bachelor’s degree 
within two years. For more informa-
tion, visit http://bellevuecollege.edu/
programs/degrees/bachelor/baa/.

BCCBCC
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W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  –  
t h e  O t h e r  W a s h i n g t o n

Located in the Pacific Northwest, Washington State (not to be confused with Washington, 

DC) is one of the most beautiful areas of the U.S. and has a population of about 6 million 

people. The Cascade Mountains run through the middle of the state, the Rocky Moun-

tain range is on the eastern edge, and the Olympic Mountains are tucked into the state’s 

northwest corner. From nearly every part of the state you can view at least one of our 

magnificent mountains, including Mount Rainier, Mount Hood, Mount Adams and Mount 

St. Helens (worth a visit just to see the Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument, 

created to preserve the volcano for research, recreation, and education). Our mountain 

ranges offer opportunities to enjoy snow sports—skiing, snowboarding, tubing, snow 

mobiling—and hiking and camping in breathtaking scenery. Washington’s west coast 

borders on the Pacific Ocean and there are resorts and beaches to enjoy. Many Washington 

residents love to go boating and fishing in the ocean and on the state’s many lakes, rivers 

and in Puget Sound.

A  W e l c o m i n g  P l a c e

In Bellevue you will find an established immi-

grant community and a campus that welcomes 

international students. Bellevue is a multilingual, 

cosmopolitan city where one in every four of 

its 119,000 residents was born outside the U.S. 

Bellevue is significantly more diverse than the 

balance of the Eastside and somewhat more 

diverse than King County and the nation as a 

whole, according to the 2000 U.S. Census. Its resi-

dents are above average in percent who speak 

a language other than English in the home. The 

Seattle metropolitan area is home to the fifth largest Asian 

population in the U.S., who comprise 17 percent of Bellevue 

population and nearly 11 percent of its business owners. 

Convenient Location
Bellevue is located in the center of the Puget Sound region 

and offers breathtaking views of awe-inspiring sunsets, 

and the snow-capped Cascade Mountains to the east and 

Olympic Range to the west. Bellevue College, located south-

east of downtown Bellevue, is 10 minutes from downtown 

Seattle, two hours from the Canadian border, a two hour 

drive to Portland, and just a short flight south to the Califor-

nia cities of San Francisco and Los Angeles. It is also a short 

drive to world-class skiing—the closest a mere 30 minute 

drive—and the Pacific Ocean. 

Safe Environment
Bellevue continues to be one of the safest communities 

in the Puget Sound region and entire nation, with crime 

statistics substantially below the national average. Bellevue 

has the lowest crime rate in the state. CNNMoney magazine 

named it one of the 25 safest cities in the U.S.   

Bellevue College’s Beautiful 
Northwest Campus

Surrounded by evergreen trees on a 96-acre campus, the 

main campus of Bellevue College is a safe and beautiful 

place to study and enjoy extracurricular activities. Bellevue 

College’s onsite Public Safety department provides round 

the clock security staff.

Take a Virtual Tour
You can visit our campus online by taking our virtual 

campus tour at www.bellevuecollege.edu/tour. Take a 

look at our bookstore, labs and lecture halls, our Student 

Services Building, the Library Media Center, and our relax-

ing, welcoming campus.
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F r e q u e n t l y  A s k e d  Q u e s t i o n s 
–  a n d  A n s w e r s

3000 Landerholm Circle SE � Bellevue, WA 98007-6484 USA

TEL: (425) 564-3185 � FAX: (425) 641-0246 � E-mail: isp@bellevuecollege.edu � www.bellevuecollege.edu/isp

Bellevue College reaffirms its policy of equal opportunity regardless of race or ethnicity, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation including gender identity or expression, age, marital or family status, disability, or status as a disabled veteran or Vietnam era veteran. Please visit www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp.

What is the application procedure and when is 
the deadline?
Bellevue College has open enrollment and accepts international students 

each quarter. However, for overseas applicants, we recommend that you apply 

at least 3-4 months before  the quarter you wish to start your studies. Check 

with the U.S. Embassy or Consulate in your country to find out the average 

time required to obtain a visa. Visa processing time varies by country and you 

need enough time to prepare for your move. Bellevue College applications 

are available online at www.bellevuecollege.edu/isp/application.html. Send 

your application to Bellevue College with all the required documents and 

you will be notified of your status by mail.

If I don’t have a score of TOEFL 173/500, iBT 61 
or IELTS 5.5, can I still attend Bellevue College?
Yes. Our Intensive English Program will help you improve your English skills. 

There are five ESL levels and a Bridge Program; each level is 10 weeks (7 weeks 

in summer), or one quarter, in length. You will be assessed and placed into 

the proper level of the program on your first day. As soon as you complete 

the English proficiency requirements, you can transfer into Bellevue College’s 

academic credit classes.

If I do have the minimum test scores, 
should I apply for credit classes?
Yes. If you scored at or above the minimum test scores (see above) you may 

apply for credit classes. Our academic advisors will help you choose the 

correct classes for your 

academic goals.

Will the 
classes I take 
at Bellevue 
College transfer 
to any U.S. 
university?
Yes. The classes taken at 

Bellevue College are the 

same quality of classes 

taken during the first two 

years at a university. Most 

college-level classes will 

transfer to a university; 

however we encourage 

you to meet with an advi-

sor to map out the classes 

that will apply to a future 

degree or “major.” 

Do I need 
medical 
insurance? 
Yes. Effective Jan. 2011, 

all F-1 visa holders on 

BC’s I-20 will be required 

to join BC’s medical 

insurance every quarter, 

including during approved vacations, reduced course load terms and optional 

practical training periods. Please see http://fiig-insurance.com/pdf/bellevue.

pdf for details about BC’s injury and sickness policy contracted through 

Firebird International Insurance Group.

How do I get an F-1 visa? 
When you are accepted into Bellevue College, we will mail you an immigra-

tion document (I-20). Take the I-20 to a U.S. Embassy or Consulate and apply 

for a student visa there.

Do I have to be a full-time student? 
Yes. If you are studying on an I-20 form issued by Bellevue College, you must 

be enrolled full-time (12 academic credit hours) each quarter.

Can I work while attending Bellevue College? 
Yes. With an F-1 visa, you may work on campus less than 20 hours per week. 

Employment is limited and pay is minimal, so don’t rely on any income from 

on-campus employment for living expenses or tuition. Off-campus employ-

ment requires authorization and is strictly limited to students in specific 

academic programs.

Are scholarships available? 
International students do not qualify for U.S. government financial aid, but 

our International Student Programs department offers two types of scholar-

ships each quarter. For more information about these and other scholarships, 

please visit www.bellevuecollege.edu/scholarships.
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