
Nuclear Medicine 
Technology

Bellevue College offers the only Nuclear Medicine Technology training program 
in Washington. You’ll study anatomy and physiology, nuclear physics, radiation 
safety, patient care, instrumentation and computer use. In addition, you’ll spend 
hundreds of hours in a clinical setting. Our well-respected, rigorous program is 
designed to give you the education and hands-on experience you need to start 
a career in this challenging field. 

What are potential job and salary 
opportunities in this field? 
Nuclear medicine is a rapidly expanding diagnostic specialty and qualified 
technologists are in high demand. The future is very bright for people inter-
ested in nuclear medicine technology. Job opportunities exist in hospitals and 
private clinics throughout the country. Staff NMTs in hospitals and clinics earn 
$30/hour or more, according to recent reports of BC graduates. With additional 
experience and education, you may find a supervisory, application or research 
position where the pay can be $40 or more per hour. 

Who can be successful in this program?
You’re a great match for this program if you have good communication, ana-
lytical and critical thinking skills. Science and math problem-solving skills are 
very important, too, as is the ability to handle multiple tasks efficiently. Nuclear 
medicine is an ideal career for people who like working with others and enjoy 
the technical aspects of advanced medical technology. 

www.bellevuecollege.edu/nucmed

Nuclear medicine technology is a dynamic 

medical career that combines interpersonal 

and technology skills. Nuclear medicine tech-

nologists (NMTs) use radioactive materials to 

detect the presence of disease or injury. Using 

high-tech cameras and other radiation detec-

tion equipment, technologists create images 

that provide information about the structure 

and function of virtually every major organ 

system within the body. NMTs work closely with 

physicians and are responsible for the daily 

operations of the nuclear medicine department. 

Their duties also include performance of quality 

control procedures, computer analysis of patient 

studies, and radiation safety. In addition, NMTs 

use radioactive materials to treat several types 

of cancer and other diseases. The field of nuclear 

medicine also includes a new technology called 

positron emission tomography, or PET, which 

provides a completely new way to look at the 

physiology of the human body.



Nuclear Medicine Technology 

How is the program structured?
BC offers a six-quarter Associate in Arts degree in Nuclear 
Medicine Technology (93 credits). The program accepts a new 
class starting in the fall of each year; attendance is required for 
six consecutive quarters. After one quarter of full-time atten-
dance in the classroom, students alternate between intensive 
classroom periods (e.g., 5 credits in one month) and clinical 
internship placements. Clinical instruction occurs at a variety 
of hospitals, clinics and radiopharmacies in the Puget Sound 
area and southeastern Washington. Students in the latter group 
attend class via distance education. Both the classroom and 
clinical portions of the program require a full-time commit-
ment. After completing the program, you’ll be eligible to take 
the national certification exams required to work in this field. 

What’s the program admission process? 
This is a selective admission program. You must apply to the 
college and also to the program. Interviews will be held to 
determine the best candidates. In addition to completion of 
prerequisites and an understanding of the basics of nuclear 
medicine, preferred background includes either a bachelor’s 
degree or previous allied health experience or certifica-
tion. Applicants are required to observe in a clinical nuclear 
medicine department before the first interview. The program 
accepts 6-10 students each fall quarter.

Advanced Placement Policy
The Bellevue College nuclear medicine technology program 
does not accept advanced placement students who have 
completed a portion of another nuclear medicine technol-
ogy program. Bellevue College is only able to ensure that all 
appropriate topics and competencies are covered in its own 
curriculum. Therefore, students with prior nuclear medicine 
education are welcome to apply to the program, but will need 
to complete it in its entirety.

What prerequisites are needed?
The following courses (with BC course numbers in parenthe-
ses) are required prior to starting the program:

 � Precalculus (MATH& 141)

 � English Composition (ENGL& 101)

 � Chemistry (CHEM& 121, 131)

 � Algebra-based Physics (PHYS 114, 115, 116)

 � Human Anatomy and Physiology (BIOL& 241, 242)

You may complete the prerequisites at any college, but keep 
in mind that different colleges may have different number-
ing systems. You may use links on the program’s web site to 
compare courses you’ve taken to these courses at other Wash-
ington State colleges, or fax your transcripts to the program 
director at (425) 564-4193.

You will also need to document coursework in humanities, 
social sciences, and oral communications (one course in each 
area). These may be taken between the time of application 
and the program orientation in the fall, if needed.

How much does the program cost? 
Tuition for BC’s Nuclear Medicine Technology program is 
approximately $1,400-1,500/qtr or $10,000 for the total pro-
gram. Books, fees, hospital attire and supplies are additional 
costs are about $1000 total. Financial aid and scholarships 
may be available. For assistance, contact the BC Financial Aid 
office (425) 564-2227 or www.bellevuecollege.edu/fa.

Can I go on to a bachelor’s degree? 
Yes. Bellevue College offers a Bachelor’s of Applied Science 
degree in Radiation and Imaging Sciences. The degree has 
several concentrations, one of which is a concentration in 
nuclear medicine. The coursework emphasizes multimodal-
ity imaging and radiology department functions as well as 
advanced topics in nuclear medicine. The BAS is designed for 
working professionals and is self-paced.



 Associate in Arts Degree

COURSE COURSE NAME CREDIT HOURS 

FALL QUARTER 

NMTEC 200 Applied Anatomy & Physiology  1 

NMTEC 201 Basic Nuclear Medicine Science  3

NMTEC 260 Clinical Nuclear Medicine I  1

RADON 107 Orientation to Clinical Practice 2

CMST 250 Organizational Communication 5

NMTEC 229 Introduction to Clinical Education 3

TOTAL   15

WINTER QUARTER  

NMTEC 202 Instrumentation 2

NMTEC 210 Radiopharmacy  1

NMTEC 211 Patient Care in Nuclear Medicine   1

NMTEC 230 Clinical Education I 10

TOTAL  14

SPRING QUARTER 

NMTEC 203 Computers In Nuclear Medicine 3

NMTEC 240 Radiation Safety 1

NMTEC 241 Radiation Biology 1

NMTEC 231 Clinical Education II 10

NMTEC 261 Clinical Nuclear Medicine II 1

TOTAL  16

SUMMER QUARTER 

NMTEC 212 Positron Emission Tomography 2

NMTEC 232 Clinical Education III 12

NMTEC 250 Sectional Anatomy for Nuclear Medicine 3

NMTEC 262 Clinical Nuclear Medicine III 1

TOTAL  18

FALL QUARTER 

NMTEC 280  Computed Tomography for Nuclear Medicine 3

NMTEC 233 Clinical Education IV 13

TOTAL  16

WINTER QUARTER 

NMTEC 275 State Board Preparation 1

NMTEC 234 Clinical Education V 13

TOTAL  14

GRAND TOTAL  93



What’s the next step?
We’re here to help. If you’d like more 
information about BC’s Nuclear Medicine 
program, please contact us:

 � Talk to program chair Jennifer Prekeges 
(425) 564-2475 or jennifer.prekeges@
bellevuecollege.edu. 

 � Visit the Radiologic Sciences and Imaging 
Office in A-242 or call (425) 564-2013.

www.bellevuecollege.edu/nucmed

Bellevue College does not discriminate on the basis of race or 
ethnicity; creed; color; national origin; sex; marital status; sexual 
orientation; age; religion; genetic information; the presence of any 
sensory, mental, or physical disability; gender identity or veteran 
status in educational programs and activities which it operates. 
Please visit www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp.

Information in this publication is subject to change without 
notice and does not constitute an agreement between Bellevue 
College and the student.

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individu-
als with disabilities. Voice: (425) 564-2498  •  TTY: (425) 564-4110 
Fax: (425) 564-4138  •  E-mail: drc@bellevuecollege.edu

This brochure is funded in part by The Carl D. Perkins Act.

3000 Landerholm Circle SE
Bellevue, WA 98007-6484

www.bellevuecollege.edu
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What is the application process?
Applications to the Nuclear Medicine program are done online and are open 
from December 1st to February 28th each year. To fill out an online program 
application go to http://bellevuecollege.edu/nucmed/apply/. Your completed 
program application must include the following: 

 � A completed Nuclear Medicine program online application and fee. 

 � An application to Bellevue College (unless you are a current BC student). 

 � Transcripts from all colleges you have attended. 

 � A resume. 

 � A reference letter from an employer (not from a college professor unless 
you were employed by that person).

 � A personal statement addressing your background and work experience, 
unique attributes, personal challenges and hardships, and any additional 
considerations related to your qualifications for the program. 

If you are not a current BC student you will have to fill out both the online 
application for the Nuclear Medicine program and the Bellevue College 
admission application from our website at 
http://bellevuecollege.edu/nucmed/apply/.

If you are applying to more than one program within Radiation and Imaging 
Sciences, then you will have to complete a separate online application and 
pay the application fee for that program. Each program has its own require-
ments, procedures and deadline dates that you will need to follow. It is your 
responsibility to make sure that your application is complete and submitted 
before the deadline date for each program that you are applying for.

The program requires two interviews.
a. The first interview is with the program director and will occur in early 

March. All applicants who have completed or are completing the 
necessary prerequisites will be interviewed.

b. The second interview is with the program’s clinical supervisors and will 
occur in the evening toward the end of March (usually during the BC 
spring break week).

c. Not everyone who gets a first interview will get a second interview.

A minimum of two observations are required as part of the application 
process. These should be completed prior to the first interview.

a. Visit the web site to get the observation form.

b. You should observe in at least two sites, at least one of which must 
be a major clinical site for the nuclear medicine technology program. 
Those sites and contact information are on the observation sheet. 
Three hours is about a maximum for any one visit.

c. If you are from somewhere other than the Puget Sound area, please do 
one or more observations in your own area. The required observation at 
a program clinical site can be done at the time of the second interview.

d. Bring the completed observation form with you to the first interview, 
which can occur anytime after your application has been received.

Nuclear Medicine Technology Associate in Arts Degree 


