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Early Learning Center Calendar Important Dates 
EVENTS  -  
ELC Preschool Night @  BC Planetarium  -  Thursday, April 10, @ 5:30 Or 6:30  Sign up required. 

Toddler Family Conferences  -  April 22 through May 12.  Watch for Sign Up Information. 

Preschool & PreK Family Conferences  -  May 13 through June 9 

Preschool 3 & 4 Family Breakfast  -  Wednesday, May 14, 8:00 to 9:30 AM 

ELC Family Picnic, Robinswood Park  -  Wednesday, June 4, 5:00 to 6:30 PM 

PreKindergarten 1 & 2 Family Tea  -  Friday, June 13, 3:30 to 5:00  

 

CLOSED  -  Monday, May 26, Memorial Day 

April 2014 ELC Family News 

ELC Preschool/PreK Planetarium Night 
Our annual ELC preschool wing event at the Bellevue College Planetarium is scheduled for the 

evening of Thursday, April 10.  This is a FREE event for ELC families with children enrolled in our 

PreK 1, PreK 2, Pre 3 &/or Pre 4 classrooms.  Space is very limited and advance sign up & tickets 

are required.  Please Note  -  due to the limited size of the campus Planetarium, only one 

parent/guardian may attend with their child.  Also due to size constraints, there are no spaces 

available for siblings.   While this special event is a wonderful, unique  opportunity for you and 

your child to discover the universe together, it can be difficult for younger children to sit quietly 

for 30 minutes in this very dark, enclosed space.  The BC science department has worked to 

specially design the program to meet the needs of four and five year olds.  Check for the Plan-

etarium sign up sheet at our office front desk.  If you have any questions about this event, 

please let us know.     

Conference Time  
ELC Family/Teacher conferences for our  toddler classrooms (T2, T3, T5, T6) will begin this month 

and continue until mid May.   Family/Teacher conferences for our  preschool & prekindergarten 

classrooms will be scheduled for late May & June.  This important opportunity to meet individu-

ally with one of your child’s teachers is a great time to gain specific information on your child’s  

overall development here at ELC.  Conferences also provide time to set individual learning 

goals, looking ahead to school readiness.   Schedules and times will vary and are limited, so 

watch for more information specific to your child’s classroom at our ELC front desk. 

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp


 

April 2014                            Specialists:  Vanessa and Bonnie 

Infants & Young Toddlers Classroom News 
Infant 1:   We have been enjoying our walks and the sights and sounds of spring.   We are looking forward to some outside 
tummy time on blankets soon.  We are placing a bird feeder in our front window so we can further enjoy seeing and hearing 
the birds.  Our little ones have been very busy mastering motor skills and we can’t wait to see all the great new things they 
will learn and experience this month!      Teachers: Lisa-Ann, Lilianna, & Ghousia 
Infant 2:   March was busy as we enjoyed our stroller rides, listened to the crows, and touched wet branches.  Almost all 
can now pull themselves up, begin to keep their balance and some are taking a few steps.  This month we will explore the 
Toddler playground and use walker toys outside.  Inside, we will focus on language  utilizing “Brown Bear” and on fine motor 
by stacking small items and various sizes of blocks.    Teachers: Mahboobeh & Ghousia 
Young Toddlers—Toddler 1:  In March we worked with markers, crayons and recycled materials to learn color recognition 
and many new words.  We have become very skilled and prepared for fire drills by walking with the safety rings around the 
playgrounds and also walking up and down stairs.  In April we will provide many opportunities  and various materials for our 
children to learn more about how their bodies move.  We also will be learning new songs with actions and songs with 
counting this month.        Teachers:  Yen-Chiu, Parisa, and Ghousia 
 
Toddler Classroom News 
Toddler 2:  Last month we went on nature walks around our school and began an investigation of  worms.  Through books 
and observation we learned about their habitats.  We also focused on an ongoing goal for positive approaches to learning 
through our circle times and center activities.  This month we will be going on more walking field trips on campus that will 
help us observe Earth Day.  Collecting items to recycle and creating sculptures with these items will be another way to ob-
serve Earth Day this month.  We will also be doing various activities that expand our self help skills and help us become more 
independent and ready for preschool.   Putting on our coats, starting to do zippers & buttons, hooking items with Velcro, and 
putting things away are also ways to learn the sequence needed for events to be successful.   We will use pictures and word 
cues for learning how and where to do things that demonstrate confidence in meeting our own needs.   Attention, engage-
ment, and persistence are all necessary for school readiness and focusing on ways to meet our own needs help us develop 
these characteristics.  When possible, you might help your child be more successful by having a coat/jacket with bigger zip-
pers, Velcro for shoes, and pants with elastic.   Family/teacher conferences will begin this month, so watch for sign up infor-
mation.   We hope you can join us for a conference.    Teachers: Chisaki, Diane, and Naghmeh  
Toddler 3:   Last month we explored how things move, by using ramps, small cars, and different sizes of balls.  Do things  
roll fast or slowly? We took this to the next step as we worked as a team to build a track and then find how things will move 
on the track.  What do we need to do to make the cars move?   Spring is finally here and we are very interested in discovering 
how growing things change.  We will be planting  grass seeds to discover what is needed to help the grass grow.  We will  be 
taking turns watering the grass and other plants and describe what we see with descriptive words such as bigger, smaller, 
wet, damp, and dry.   We will expand our knowledge by searching for rocks around our building which we will use for sensory 
learning experiences and  expanding our vocabularies.  Teachers:  Annie, Rita, & Naghmeh 
Toddler 5:  Our story sequencing activities have been a great success.  Our children are beginning to retell favorite stories 
using picture cues and character props from the story table.  We also see them adding parts to stories through dramatic play.  
As we focus  on literacy, we incorporate more and more social skills.  April will be exciting as we explore near our building the 
bugs, worms, and flowers.  We have already been studying worms that escape from the sodden ground onto the playground 
and hope to delve a bit deeper into the habitat and feeding processes of our slimy friends.  We are also planning short walks 
this spring on to nearby campus places to discover, observe and investigate different trees and plants.   We will be  hunting 
for items in nature and making interesting discoveries.      Teachers: Karen, Brian, and Wendy 
Toddler 6:   We had quite a busy March.  We welcomed a new friend and said farewell to a few friends.   We worked on 
sustaining and establishing positive relationships with other children and adults.  Through stories and pictures showing differ-
ent emotions, we labeled and discussed emotions, their causes and friendships.  This month we will be working on extending 
length of interest in self-directed activities by asking open-ended questions and  problem solving to find solutions.  Our lan-
guage will expand as we find and use new words to express our thoughts and needs successfully.   We will encourage our chil-
dren in the use of conversational and communication skills such as eye contact, pauses, and following simple verbal prompts 
when talking with friends.  In April we will also continue with scaffolding currently exhibited self-help skills to encourage our 
children to become more competent, confident, and independent.   With more of the nicer weather finally emerging, we will 
be going on regular Friday walks onto campus.  On our earlier walks, we have already begun to note the changes in the envi-
ronment near our school and on campus.   Our scientific inquiry will include observing, comparing, and documenting many of 
the changes in the environment that we see.  Our campus walks will also provide new opportunities for counting and match-
ing interesting items in the natural environment.   Please note that our T6 family conferences will be scheduled soon.  We 
hope you will schedule a time to meet with one of us to discuss the many great ways your child is learning and growing here 
at ELC.                     Teachers: Marlize, Donna, & Wendy 



April 2014                            Specialists:   Vanessa and Bonnie 

Preschool & Pre-Kindergarten Classroom News 
Pre-Kindergarten 1:    April is here and spring has finally sprung!  P1 children have already delighted in the sea-
sonal changes by exploring rain puddles, digging for worms, and searching for growing foliage throughout the 
garden areas outside.  The temperature reached 60 degrees on some afternoons and the children responded 
with glee—no coats! Everyday we walk together to the temperature gage with predictions on what the number 
will be.  In March we also had activities centered on change and growth as we found out our bodies grow with 
help from the foods we eat.  This month we will continue discovering, observing, and documenting growth.  We 
are planning a few spring picnics and will continue to expand our literacy skills  as we write lists of items needed.  
We will be exploring story telling more deeply as we discuss how what we hear connects to our  individual expe-
riences.  As we hear and tell stories, we will be matching what we say to words on a page.  This month we will 
attend activities at the BC campus Library  for National Library Week.  Spring walks on campus will give us many 
more opportunities  to read signs, follow directions, and explore the environment.  We are looking forward to 
teacher Linda retuning early this month!   And—a special ”thank you” to Vanessa who did such a great job co-
teaching with teacher Mary while teacher Linda was away.       
Teachers:  Mary, Linda, and Khazal 
Pre-Kindergarten 2:    During March our campus walks took us over to the BC Carlson Theater and also the cam-
pus art gallery, “Gallery Space”.    We had a guided tour of the theater and discovered a shipwreck built on stage 
for their production of “The Admiral Crichton”.  At the gallery, portraits painted in black and white on burlap cre-
ated lots of discussion.  In April we have been invited to visit and tour the college library.  In addition to learning 
what this library is all about, we will expand on this knowledge by studying authors and illustrators including Leo 
Lionni, Frank Asch, and Rosemary Wells.  We will compare characters, story lines, and artwork in the illustrations 
and stories.  This month we will also explore famous artists and their work.  We will display various artists’ prints 
and use these to inspire our own creative thinking and artwork.  We can’t wait to start planting in our green-
house, providing even more opportunity for our children to think like scientists.  They will observe seeds as they 
sprout, measure growth, make predictions, and chart the changes they observe.  We will learn new vocabulary 
words and find out what elements are needed to keep our plants alive and well.   We have a lot to discover and 
learn about in April!     
Teachers:  Sarah, Robin, and Khazal 
Preschool 3:   March was a great month in our class!  We have been working hard on generating rhyming words 
while listening and participating in story times.  We also have been recognizing more letters and recognizing 
many of the sounds for these letters.  Our classroom word bank is growing rapidly with the addition of new 
words including discard, function, content, dehydrated and humble on our list.  As our interest grows, we are 
learning to use new words in context and talking about ways we are able to use these words in various situa-
tions.  This month we are looking forward to many interesting Wednesday field trips onto campus.  BC campus 
provides us many opportunities to not only explore the environment, but to learn and practice new investigation 
skills.    With the spring weather we will be looking at seasonal changes and why animals migrate.  Where do 
they migrate to?   This study will include identifying, counting, and categorizing animals and matching them to 
their home environment.   Wonder what animals or birds we will see on campus?   
Teachers:  Kim, Page, and Margarita 
 Preschool 4:    Last month we studied the processes of acquiring and preparing food.   We planted vegetables in 
our classroom and now look forward to transplanting them into our greenhouse and garden as the weather im-
proves.  We are observing how they grow and making plans on how we will use these vegetables later on.  In 
April we will focus our learning by exploring through all of our five senses.  We will be researching and answering 
how each of our senses help us learn.  We will be growing our vocabularies by reading books about human sens-
es and ones on how animals use sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch to live.  Information we discover will be dis-
cussed, compared, and charted to find similarities and differences.   We will be categorizing information and 
counting  when we go on campus walks.  How many different things do you hear? See? Smell?  As we document 
and compare quantities, we will discover which sense gives us the most information in various places.  We will 
also stop on our walks to draw what we see and use our sense of touch to collect natural objects to bring back to 
our classroom for further observation and research.   
Teachers:  Lindsay, Mala, and Margarita 


