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Dear ELC Families, 
 

It is such a joy to reflect on the growth that happens 

each year at the ELC! Children grow in size, in skills, 

and in smiles as infants scoot up into toddlerhood, tod-

dlers stride over to becoming preschoolers, and pre-

schoolers set off to kindergarten. Families grow as well, 

as they find their way through this busy stage in their 

parenting journey, while also taking on new challenges 

— meeting educational goals, taking on new jobs, add-

ing family members. ELC staff members grow too, pro-

fessionally and personally, creating curriculum and envi-

ronments and involving families to meet new standards 

and set new visions. 

 

Next month, I will have reached my two year mark being 

the director of the ELC, and it is time for me to do some 

more growing too. I have accepted a position with 

Shoreline School District. They have plans in the near 

future to build a facility that will serve their Head Start, 

Special Education, Preschool and Child Care in an inte-

grated setting, with a  Reggio-inspired philosophy. This 

is a dream I have held for many years, and although it 

came to me unexpectedly, it is an opportunity that I 

could not pass by. I will start there on August 1, 2016. 

 

Lisa Miller has agreed to step in as Interim Director. 

Her vision for early childhood, and years of experience 

at the ELC will make it a smooth transition. I have relied 

on her competence dedication and friendship throughout 

my time here. Because I know that within the ELC team 

there is abundant dedication and diversity, and dreams 

for the future, I am confident that the ELC will continue 

to be a wonderful and growing place. 

 

Part of the summer program is transitioning teachers 

and children into new rooms, as well as welcoming new 

families and teachers. I know your next director will be 

welcomed and very fortunate to join this community. I 

will miss all of you. 

 

 

   Warmly, 

       
    Kelly Davidson 

                            Director, ELC 
 

July 2016 

 

Celebrating our PreK Children, 

Soaring off to Kindergarten! 
 

 

7/4/16 

Independence 

Day 
ELC CLOSED 

 

Dates to Remember 

6/27-8/11 

Summer Quarter 
ELC OPEN 

We celebrate each child who spent time at the ELC,  

learning  about themselves and each other, while teach-

ing us through their own unique personalities and devel-

opment al journeys.  As you and your families enter new 

learning environments, we know you will use your 

strong wings to share all your unique gifts, including 

your compassion, your curiosity and  your creativity. 
 

Please, come back and visit when you can! 
 

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp
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July 2016  

ELC Annual Family Picnic 

June 2, 2016 at Robinswood Park 

More than a third of the ELC fami-

lies came to Robinswood Park on 

June 2, 2016 to share in our An-

nual Family Potluck Picnic. 

There was so much delicious 

food, smiling faces, great conver-

sation  - even the weather cooper-

ated at the last minute! 
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July 2016  

ELC Annual Family Picnic 

June 2, 2016 at Robinswood Park 

 

We appreciate that all families are busy, and yet we also know 

how important it is to relax, socialize  and play together. Your 

engagement with their school community makes it a better 

learning environment for everyone! 
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July 2016  

Facility Update 

Summer ELC Repair Project Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although the start date got delayed a few days, the crew has been hard at work, so far working mostly on 
the preschool side. They have been cleaning the roof, installing new tie ins, and laying a membrane with-
in the soffits to make sure our drainage systems are sealed up. The hoppers and the downspouts will al-
so be replaced.  
 
As predicted, the children have found much to be interested in with the work of the crew! 
 
The toddlers enjoy watching the crew get up on the roof climbing ladders from outside the fence on the 
south side of the ELC. Firetrucks with the same kinds of long ladders have become especially popular 
pretend play props inside the classroom too. 
 
The day that the crew installed the yellow pennant safety banners, happened to fall on the same day as 
the PreK Family celebration. Several preschoolers were sure they were decorating the roof to celebrate 
with them! 
 
As a reminder, although the project is relatively clean and quiet, our state licensor has directed us to 
have the children have their outdoor time nowhere near the work. So as long as the work is going on, the 
preschoolers will continue to use the alternative green fenced “back yards” of their classrooms as well as 
walking field trips. Thank you for keeping track of the days your preschooler is scheduled for a field trip 
and getting them here  on time. When work begins on the toddler side, the toddlers will use the preschool 
play yards. The work is scheduled to be completed by July 28, 2016. 
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Special thanks 

to fire station field trip Gavin and Juliana’s Mom and Dad, 

Kel- sey 

and 

Emilio, and  
 
 
 

July 2016  

Welcoming New Staff 

 

Introducing New Teacher:  

Lisa Renn 
Hello everyone!  
My name is Lisa Renn and I am very excited to be joining the 

staff at Bellevue College’s Early Learning Center this fall.  My 

husband, Peter, two wonderful boys, Daniel and Jacob, and I 

are returning to the Puget Sound region after living in the 

Chicago area for the past nine years (and nine very cold win-

ters!). 

 
In 2012, I graduated with my Masters in Early Childhood Edu-
cation from Concordia University Chicago. My professional 
experiences over the past 20 years include service as a 
teacher or administrator in early childhood centers in Las 
Vegas, Seattle, and Chicago. I am passionate about building 
strong relationships with my families and creating a learning 
environment that is warm, supportive, enriching, and pre-
pares children to be life-long learners.   
 
I enjoy traveling, exploring the tide pools at Alki Beach, visit-
ing with my family and friends, watching the Seahawks and 
Mariners, and playing with our two dogs, Russell and Junie.  

 

Introducing New Teacher:  

Erica Park 
Hello Bellevue College ELC families!  

 
My name is Erica Park and I am excited to be part of such a dynamic 
community.  
 
I graduated from University of Washington with a major in Sociology 
and a minor in Education. I have been teaching in a preschool class-
room for two years, and I count each year as a blessing! I am the 
happiest when I am teaching my students. Children bring me great 
joy and contentment.  
 
In my free time I enjoy core power yoga, SUP, and biking with my 
friends. One of my favorite quotes about teaching is “Tell me and I’ll 
forget, Teach me and I’ll remember, Include me and I’ll learn!” I am 
looking forward to getting to know you and working with you. 
 

Outside of the classroom, I love food, cooking, drawing, painting, 

Disney, and spending time with family and friends.  

 

I am looking forward to meeting you and can’t wait to get started! 
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July 2016  

Infant Room Teachers: Lisa Ann, Mahboobeh and Bonnie   
 

It has been a busy month of firsts in the infant room! Several of the children have been explor-

ing the concept of in and out. We have seen them place toys in and remove toys from dishes 

boxes and bins. So we added different kinds of containers, toys and objects to facilitate their 

exploration. They seem to prefer the “real” objects the most, especially the shine and sound 

of the stainless steel bowls, and the wooden bracelets and napkin rings. 

 

Some of the songs/finger plays we have been singing with the children are; “Open Shut 

Them”, “Round and Round the Garden” and the ever popular “Old McDonald Had a Farm”. 

It has been wonderful to see the infants as they explore, grow and become more self-

confident! 

What’s new in the Infant Room? 

Specialist for Infant Room and T1 Rooms: Bonnie MacGregor 

This was a special  “first” for David!  He worked so 

hard till he could climb all the way in and all the 

way out the ring! 
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July 2016  

What have the Young Toddlers been learning? 

T1 Room Teachers: Brian, Liliana, Bonnie and  Yen-Chiu 

Specialist for Infant Room and T1 Rooms: Bonnie MacGregor 

Through daily opportunity and practice the T1 

children develop so many self help skills!  

Carefully gripping and tipping a paper cup to 

drink water takes lots of coordination, and a 

basic understanding of physics. 

On the ramp of the climber they develop bal-

ance, while integrating texture and slope in 

their foot placement. 

With a teacher nearby they develop courage, 

motor planning and muscle while managing 

the steps to the changing table! 

Sipping with Friends 

Learning from each other  
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July 2016  

What have the Toddlers been learning? 

T2  Room Teachers: Rita, Parisa and Naghmeh 

For our science activity in June, we provided twelve white carnations and five different color water colors 
and one plain water. The children helped pouring the water color and placing the carnation inside the 
vase. We asked “What do you think it will happen in the next few days?” Some of our children responded 
“The water will make the flower grow bigger.” Will the Carnation change color?” “How long do you think it 
will take to change color?  
We observed the Carnation every day and talked about what was happening to them. At the beginning 
they noticed that the rims of the blue color was showing a lot more and they were really excited and 
couldn’t wait until the other colors were more noticeable. One of the children said “The white flower is 
changing to blue flower.” We talked about the reason this was happening called the “transpiration 
stream”.  We observed for two weeks and in the last few days the child who poured the green water color 
inside the vase said “Mine is getting greenish.” I asked everyone why two flowers didn’t change any color 
and they responded one by one “Because there is no color in this one.” 

Since our children showed a lot of interest in this experiment about change, next we will learn about 
seeds, and plants in which our children will observe seeds, plant them, and watch them grow. 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 
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July 2016  

What have the Toddlers been learning? 

T3  Room Teachers: Annie, Ali and Naghmeh 
Recently, we noticed that our children have been actively engaged in looking for natural items such 
as flowers, bark, leaves, and bugs. So, we decided to connect our curriculum with nature.  We 
started out the month with growing seeds in small plastic cups and a big pot. The children observed 
and watered the plants each day and we discussed how to help the plants grow better. During story 
time we read The Empty Pot by Demi using the projector. This not only made the connection be-
tween the story and our real plants, but it also is a different way to present the story to the children. 
The children really enjoyed the story and the new technology. Our children collected some nature 
items on the playground and brought them back to the classroom. We glued the items on card-
board, and then painted them with water color. What a beautiful piece of art we made!  
 

Please look at the documentation panels in T-3 for more details.  

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

A favorite sensory  

experience…. 

The children took turns 

stirring up the recipe for a 

new brown playdough to-

gether, then explored it 

using nature tools to ma-

nipulate the play dough. 

As an additional nature 

experience we brought in 

some fresh picked laven-

der.  

Creating together! 
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July 2016  

What have the Toddlers been learning? 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

T5 Room Teachers: Jackey, Paula and Khazal  

    
Our class in T5 is very active! We are focusing on providing a lot of gross motor activities, es-

pecially making sure there are opportunities inside. We saw the kids wanted to throw a lot of 

materials while we were inside. So we found balls to have available most of the day indoors. 

The kids enjoyed tossing them, and we were really impressed at their aim and accuracy.  

They started purposefully trying to hit targets such as the hanging decorations in the room. To 

allow the children to develop their throwing skills we created a basket on the wall. They kids 

throw the balls and cheer when they make it! Also, they problem solved on how else they could 

“make a basket”. Some children took their ball to the climber steps and tried throwing from 

there, showing their understanding that it would be higher and there fore easier to reach.  

It has been surprising how good they are at redirecting themselves! If we put the basket away, 

they have been coming over to the spot where it is kept and point and ask, “ball?” instead of 

throwing toys. We have recently noticed, however, a real urge to climb on the furniture. So last 

week we added various mats and soft slides near the climber. They have been exploring mov-

ing over these and are able to engage their whole bodies to overcome the obstacles. We are 

excited to continue changing our gross motor activities to fit the children’s strengths and inter-

ests.  
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July 2016  

T6 Room Teachers: Donna, Diane and Khazal 
 

 
 

What have the Toddlers been learning? 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

Some days later, while the apple tray 

was drying, we used the scissors to cut 

the origami paper, completing the sec-

ond step of the activity.  

The third and final step involved even 

more small motor activity when we 

glued the cut origami paper onto the 

painted apple tray.  

The entire activity took about a week to 

do, and is being proudly displayed near 

the T6 front window. 

In T6, we saw children were 

showing a new interest in paint-

ing together at the easel, and 

using scissors to cut paper at the 

writing center.  

 

So we supplied scissors, origami 

paper to cut, paint, paint brush-

es, and an apple tray for a three 

step group art activity.  

 

The first step of the activity was 

to paint the apple tray with yel-

low and red paint, during which 

we talked about red and yellow 

being primary colors, and how, 

when mixed together, they make 

a secondary color, orange.  
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July 2016  

What have the Preschoolers been learning? 

P3 Room Teachers: Karen, Iryna and Margarita 

 

We have started off to a great summer! The children 

have really enjoyed going on fieldtrips around our 

wonderful campus. We explored the wind on our 

fieldtrip to the soccer field. Each child had a stream-

er of various colors to run with and see the wind 

causing the streamer to twist, twirl, and spin. This 

was a great opportunity to combine the science of 

wind and experience joy while learning! 

 

We have extended our “Very Hungry Caterpillar” 

experience answering questions like:  “ What is an 

author?” “ What is an illustrator?”   “Our Reading 

Caterpillar” has grown so large! Each book helps 

him grow in size and knowledge!  

 

I would like to take the time to thank each of you for contributing your story times with your chil-

dren into our classroom. As you know, it’s never too early for children to develop skills they will 

need for a lifetime of learning. Reading together is the single most effective way to help children 

become proficient readers. They learn about written language and how to recognize letters, as 

well as enjoy the experience of reading with their parents. 

 

We invite you to take a look with your child at how big our “Reading Caterpillar” has grown, and 

check out some of the amazing books that might interest you too! 

Preschool Program Manager: Karen Virta 
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July 2016  

What have the Preschoolers been learning? 

Preschool Program Manager: Karen Virta 

P4 Room Teachers: Chisaki, Wendy and Margarita 

 

The highlight of the last month was the release of our five but-

terflies. The children enjoyed predicting when they would 

emerge on Memorial Weekend so we prepared their food and 

left them with oranges to eat. We then watched and chronicled 

their life. Please look around the room for the pictures.  

  

  

We continue our quest to become 

explorers of our campus. The con-

struction on the center has stepped 

up our field trips to three times a 

week, so we have explored the 

greenhouse and the surrounding 

gardens, and played “Duck, Duck, 

Goose” in the Gym basketball 

court, as well as watching Bellevue 

College Bulldog Baseball tryouts.   

In the next two months, many of our children will be getting excited about moving to “Pre-K”. They 

are ready! They have been learning to participate cooperatively and constructively in group situa-

tions. Throughout the summer we will continue to use positive strategies to guide children’s be-

havior, especially guiding them  to successful cooperative interaction by suggesting turn taking, 

sharing, and by naming and modeling “cooperation”! 

 

On Fridays our P3 and P4  will be going together and to have field days on the soccer fields. 

Here we will learn about teamwork and the rules and fun of playing new games. Come join us on 

field day  to teach us a game your family enjoys, or to run a race with us.  
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Special thanks 

to 

fire 

sta-

tion 

field 

trip 

July 2016  

What have the PreK classes been learning? 

PreK1 and PreK2 Room Teachers: Mala, Page, Linda, Lyanne and Ghousia  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P1 and P2 have shared many experiences this month, as we prepare for many of our friends to fly 
off for the summer,  and/or on to kindergarten! We released our painted lady butterflies and the 
next day Mira and Sean both said they saw "Speedy" flying on their way to school!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On June 16, 2016 P1 &P2 friends and families gathered  in the backyards for an end of the year 
Friendship Celebration.  A very special thanks to  Kelsey Morales for heading up the party and 
getting help and donations from other parents to make this celebration a big success!  
 
 

Preschool Program Manager: Karen Virta 
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Special thanks 

to 

fire station 

field trip 

Gavin 

and Juli-

ana’s Mom 

and Dad, 

Kel- sey 

and Emilio, 

and  
 
 
 

July 2016  

What have the PreK classes been learning? 

Rain or shine, as long as the construction project is going this summer, we will be going on 
field trips, many of them combined! Please check our schedule for updates on destinations 
and times. We also appreciate you making sure your child is dressed for their walks on 
campus.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the favorites so far has been to the soccer field. There we have many  options—
there is a track to race upon, a field with nets to kick balls into, a hill to roll down and a soft-
ball field for playing kickball! Some upcoming trips will be to the campus gymnasium, the 
science building to investigate insects and to Robinswood Park where we will explore pond 
animals and have a picnic. Please feel free to join us for any of our fieldtrips! Please know 
you are ALWAYS welcome to come along with us as we play and learn when we are away 
from the classroom.   

Preschool Program Manager: Karen Virta 

As teachers, we love seeing how "our kids" have grown and are ready to take their first 
steps into kindergarten. It is a delight to see how their social emotional skills have changed 
from their first day in Pre-K until now and how confident they are when writing and following 
directions.  
 
You can further foster your child's success by encouraging them to write at home.  Writing in-
side the home and outside is terrific practice.  It's great for you to help them write the words, 
but don't be surprised if they can write most words simply by blending the letters.  No need to 
correct them, guess and go inventive spelling is perfect! 
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