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Early Learning Center Calendar Important Dates 
Night At the Museum  

 Wednesday, March 5th, 5:30 PM  -  Sign Up Required, @ ELC Front Desk 

 

ELC Preschool Night at the BC Planetarium (Plan ahead) 

 Thursday, April 10, @ 5:30 & 6:30  -  Sign Up  Required, more information to follow 

March 2014 ELC Family News 

ELC Staffing Updates  
 We are sad to announce that our Program Specialist, Jennifer, will be leaving us March 11 due to 

a family move back to their home in Texas.  While she has not been here long, Jennifer has brought lots 

of enthusiasm, caring,  knowledge and skills to her positions here, first as a teacher and then as our pro-

gram supervisor.  While we all wish her the very best, she will be missed by families, our staff, and espe-

cially the children!  We will be working on filling Jennifer’s position soon and will keep you posted.  

 Our current food service cook, Jeanna, will be moving back to work once again in the College 

main kitchen on campus.  Jeanna, and Rafael who substituted when Jeanna was absent, have both 

worked hard to insure that the children have a good, healthy breakfast, lunch and snack everyday 

here at ELC.  “Thank you” Jeanna & Rafael.  We will miss you both!   

 We have recently hired our new cook, Angela Hargrove, who will join our ELC team in mid 

March.  We are very excited to welcome Angela  and look forward to the ideas and new skills she will 

bring to our program.   Angela has her degree in Culinary Arts from Renton Technical  College and vari-

ous experience cooking in commercial kitchens and in catering.   “Welcome” Angela! 

 Another big staff change for our program will also be coming up.   Our center director, Verna, 

will be retiring from Bellevue College in May.    Verna has been the ELC director since April 2004 and is 

leaving after ten busy years to enjoy retirement with her husband, explore new opportunities, and have  

interesting adventures.  The college hiring process for Verna’s position has just begun.  Once final candi-

dates for the position have been identified, an ELC family forum (& one for ELC staff) will be scheduled 

giving you the opportunity to be a part of the process.   In the meantime, if you have questions regard-

ing this, or any upcoming change, please stop by and talk with Verna.  Please also feel free to contact 

the BC chair of the director hiring committee, Jennifer Strother, Ex Director of Finance, at 425-564-4250. 

Codes, Not Cards 
As our ELC building ages, repairs and updates are necessary.  One recent, unexpected change is the 

switch from using ProxiCards for security doors to now having individual family and staff codes for these 

doors.    While remembering more numbers is a new challenge for many of us, this change to codes will 

not only address the building issue, but provide even better security with our BC Public Safety team.  We 

appreciate your understanding and support as we make this necessary change. 

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp


 

March 2014                   Specialists:  Jennifer, Vanessa, and Bonnie 

Infants & Young Toddlers Classroom News 
Infant 1:    It is amazing to observe so much development taking place.  Our busy children are using all their senses to explore 
their environment.  As they get more and more interested in and excited about picture books, we will be bringing in more 
books with real pictures.  Reading and talking about these pictures will expand their language understanding.  This month we 
will also create new classroom areas for movement discovery.       Teachers: Lisa-Ann, Lilianna, & Ghousia 
Infant 2:   In February we explored soft toys and blocks as we practiced climbing, pushing, pulling, and even walking hold-
ing on to shelves and cribs.  This month we will focus on new friends and families.  We also will be reading books about famil-
iar animals and playing with puppets as we sing songs about animals.  We will learn more about cause and effect as we prac-
tice sign language to be understood.     Teachers: Mahboobeh & Ghousia 
Young Toddlers—Toddler 1:  Crayons, markers and recycled materials were in use last month for color recognition activities.  
We will continue learning about colors in March also.  In February we began practicing walking with the safety rings so we 
could all be well prepared for emergencies.  This month we will also focus more on gross motor skills such as pulling, pushing, 
and climbing.  We will explore the outdoors and talk about our world, observe the color of the sky, and listen to the sounds 
on the playground.  The self help skill of putting things away will also be practiced when an activity ends.         
Teachers: Parisa, Yen-Chiu, and Ghousia 
 
Toddler Classroom News 
Toddler 2:  Our children had many opportunities in February to gain new balance skills and body strength through the use of 
the P5 activity room.  There we utilized obstacle courses with increasing challenges.  Also in February, our children were fasci-
nated to discover many worms wiggling out of mud on the playground.   We will be using the more favorable weather this 
month to go on a few nature walks around our building and also onto campus to look for other living things to discover,  ob-
serve and learn about how they live.   We will then work to discover the answers to many open-ended questions on how 
these living things live and grow.   These activities will help us grow our vocabulary.  An ongoing T2 goal for positive approach-
es to individual learning, will center this month on ways of increasing attention, engagement and persistence in our work and 
play.   With spring weather almost here, both indoors and outside  we will be interpreting and expanding more and more on 
what our children say and do.   We are looking forward to a wonderful spring time here in T2!     
Teachers: Diane, Chisaki, and Naghmeh  
Toddler 3:  Wow!  Our children are enthusiastic, active learners!  They have begun to engage in more vocal interactions 
with teachers and with friends.  We have recently heard lots of conversations between two friends and in various small 
groups.  The topics of the “chatting” vary, but often seem to include things about families, animals, and even colors.  This 
month we will continue bringing in more favorite stories, especially ones about bugs and spring.  We will be learning more 
about how bugs look, what they eat, and where they live.  During meals we will be practicing our small motor skills as we 
serve and pour.   Language experiences will include a focus on using manners such as saying  “please” and “thank you” during 
family style food service.       Teachers:  Annie, Rita, & Naghmeh 
Toddler 5:  This past month we have been focusing on group activities that foster cooperation including beginning to learn 
how to approach and enter play with others.  We have been using sing language to signal wait, stop, please, and gentle 
touches with the children to give them more tools to communicate with their peers.  During our group times we have intro-
duced a puppet named “Puppy” to practice this communication.   This month we will focus on story sequences to discover 
what comes next.  With teacher support and guidance,  our children will begin to make more connections such as remember-
ing the sequence of personal routines and experiences.  We will be introducing and using more textured materials in our cre-
ative art experiences this month.  The children will learn more about pouring, mixing, and counting ingredients as we make 
and use play dough, goop, and sand paint together.  So, stay tuned for what is to come throughout this month with lots of 
new experiences on the rise!    Teachers: Karen, Brian, and Wendy 
Toddler 6:   As important as establishing and sustaining positive relationships are, in February T6 focused on activities for 
discovering and using successful strategies for interacting with others.  As we learned more ways to use language to express 
our thoughts and needs,  we practiced verbalization of what a difficulty was and then explored ways to solve it.   Last month 
we also explored new ways for children to sustain interest in working on a task and persist in an activity without direct teach-
er assistance.   In March we will be continuing our focus on the children’s abilities to use language to express their thoughts 
and needs, while helping them to achieve higher levels of communication.   One way we will we will  support this develop-
ment is by using “magical and fanciful’ words as we converse, helping the children to increase the richness and diversity of 
their vocabulary.   Through songs, books, conversations, discussions, pretend play, and first hand experiences, we will intro-
duce our T6 children to less common words.  New words will be then be repeated and reinforced by providing familiar syno-
nyms with similar meanings.   We will be asking and encouraging  more open ended questions that encourage multiple re-
sponses, such as “What would happen if…?”, “What do you think?”, and “What else could you do?”.    Campus walks, with the 
many learning experiences they provide,  will also increase as the better weather happens.  
Teachers: Marlize, Donna, & Wendy 



March 2014                   Specialists:  Jennifer, Vanessa, and Bonnie 

Preschool & Pre-Kindergarten Classroom News 
Pre-Kindergarten 1:    In February we have been very busy in PreK1 designing and creating industrious structures 
out of blocks, cloth, string, yarn and paper tubes.  Each day the structures evolved in various heights and lengths 
with the materials on hand.  Through these creative activities we have learned more on how to estimate, meas-
ure, evaluate and problem solve in a cooperative manner.   Both inside and outside, we have also been focusing 
on strengthening individual and social responsibility skills in preparation for kindergarten in the fall.  We have 
also been avid walkers on campus practicing our safety skills as pedestrians.  We had an exciting walk to the BC 
science building to visit “Jason’s bugs” where we met a tarantula named Josie and held a live, black beetle.  In 
March we will continue to build teamwork skills with group games such as “duck, duck, goose” and parachute 
activities.  Following directions, waiting for a turn, listening to others, and sharing will be involved.  We also will 
be exploring measurement and volume concepts this month.   Our children’s growing strengths around language 
and literacy are observable in their classroom work.  This month will move this forward by writing stories in their 
journals based on the books we read at group time.  With improvement in the weather, we will also continue to 
discover and document many exciting things on campus.    Teachers:  Mary, Linda, and Khazal 
Pre-Kindergarten 2:  The woodworking center is back!  This time we will take this activity a step further by en-
couraging children to make and then use their drawings to represent their ideas and begin learning how to for-
mulate a plan.   We will also help them generate stories about their creations and encourage evaluation and 
modification to fit what they are thinking.  In February one of the things we focused on was connecting numbers 
to their quantities.  They counted objects using strategies that included fingers, touching, pointing, and pushing 
aside.  We also worked on patterning using a variety of mediums to create and extend our patterns.  Our field 
trips have been exceptional!  First, we went to the BC radio station which was filled with 20 thousand CD’s and 
professional microphone equipment which we heard & saw in action.  On another trip we visited the BC science 
building and saw and touched bugs and bones!  In March we will further develop and use our powers of observa-
tion on our BC campus explorations.  We will be watching for and documenting changes in plant life, listening 
and identifying sounds in nature; connecting with & learning about the college green house & garden; and ex-
panding our knowledge of the earth’s environment.       Teachers:  Sarah, Robin, and Khazal 
Preschool 3:    Our P3 class had a load of fun participating in letter and name recognition activities and games in 
February.  We are now able to recognize each other’s printed names and we are currently being introduced to 
new letter sounds everyday in cool, new participatory ways.  We have also been making our own “home” maps 
in class using college maps, road maps and treasure maps as guides to this learning.  This month our growing in-
terest in plants will include introducing new vocabulary words such as  larvae, stem, pistil and photosynthesis.  
We will begin to label the different part of a flower and a plant, find out how these plants produce oxygen for the 
air we breath, and discuss how photosynthesis helps in our ecosystem. We are looking forward to putting our 
large green house to work and see what happens.  With the weather  getting warmer, we will be out on our 
Wednesday campus walks more often.  On these walking field trips, we will visit specific, target buildings on cam-
pus and then observe the changes we see in the plants, flowers, and trees.    
Teachers:  Kim, Page, and Margarita 
 Preschool 4:    In February our P4 children studied animals that hatch from eggs and how various types of ani-
mals take care of their young.   This focus on animals helped us expand our vocabulary and brought us new sci-
ence discoveries.  We collected and documented lots of information!  This month we will initiate a study into the 
processes of acquiring and consuming food.   We will begin to learn about where different foods come from such 
as gardens, farms, oceans, and how that relates to places such as stores, restaurants, and bakeries.  What type of 
foods can we plant here?  How do various foods need to be prepared before we can eat them?  What ingredients 
are necessary?  Our literacy skills will expand as we get a better understanding of the purposes of text by using 
factual books to learn about the origins of food and also use recipe books to prepare food.   We will be categoriz-
ing the food by discovering what we can eat straight from the plant, what we have to cook to consume, and 
what foods are made from combining ingredients.  As we cook we will need to look at quantities of ingredients 
and compare measurements with the results.  We are also expecting the weather to continue to improve so we 
can be out on campus more and more.   
Teachers:  Lindsay, Mala, and Margarita 


