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Dates to Remember 

 Dear ELC Families,  
 

I want to publicly 

thank ELC Student 

Parents:  

Vesna Mammadova, 

Addison McFeely, The-

resa Onya and Maria 

Rey for coming to the 

S&A Fees Committee 

Budget Hearing and 

sharing their passionate 

stories.  

We have been notified 

of our highest award 

ever, a 10% increase of their allocation of $275,000 for 

2017/2018.  

 

I am happy to announce that we have a New Infant Teacher 

joining our team! Giselle Torres will be partnering with 

Mahboobeh in the infant room. Inside this newsletter, read 

more about her talents as well as the exciting activities that 

are going on in your child’s classroom. 

 

Scheduled Repairs: There are five rooms on the infant/toddler 

side that have water damage underneath the front window. 

We have already moved the infants and young toddlers into 

other rooms that were available. Parent Education holds a 

summer camp in two of the rooms on the preschool side of 

the building and they have agreed to cancel their summer 

camp to accommodate our program during construction.  

Construction will start as soon as we move T2 & 3 out of their 

space on June 9th.  We are hoping to be back in our original 

classrooms the middle of August. I was told that it is an 8 

week project considering there are not any major issues with 

the repairs.  

 

Due to the water damage and scheduled repairs, our  

Early Achievers rating has been postponed until August 

when we are back in our regular classrooms. (more infor-

mation to follow).    
      

    Lisa Miller  

    Director, ELC  
  

5/5/17 

Early closure   

4:15 pm  

Please be in the 

building by 4:00 to 

pick up your child.  

5/19/17 

ELC 

Family Breakfast 

In your child’s room  

8:30-9:30 am 

5/29/17 

Memorial Day  

BC CLOSED 

ELC CLOSED 

6/2/17 EARLY CLOSURE 

ELC  

Annual Family Potluck 

Robinswood Park  

4:15-6:15 pm 

Addison and  

son, Cohen 

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp
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Welcome New Staff 

 
 
 
 
    

 

 

 

    

 Introducing New Infant Teacher:    Giselle Torres 
 

      Hello Bellevue College ELC Families: 
 My name is Giselle Torres. I am very  
 excited to be joining the ELC Community.  
 
 
 I am originally from California where  
 I earned my Bachelor of Arts degree in  
 Child Development from California State  
 University, Chico. I recently moved to  
 Washington where I continue to enjoy  
 the readily available active & outdoor  
 lifestyle of camping hiking and rock  
 climbing. 
 
 This past August I moved to Washington to  
 continue building my 3 years of experience working with children  
 ages birth to 12 years old. I am passionate about lastingly  
 impacting children and their families through early childhood  
 education and nurturing relationships. I am looking forward  
 to meeting all of you and growing the school to home  
 relationships for your children.  
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Infant 1 Teachers: Liliana, Lisa-Ann and Rachel * Infant 2 Teachers: Mahboobeh and Giselle  

What’s new in the Infant Rooms? 

Specialist for Infant Room and T1 Rooms: Linda Boyd 

Infant Room Adventures 

 
Outside the door of our (relocated) classroom lays a whole 

new world of adventure! We are having a great time explor-

ing this new environment…the great outdoors. Teachers lay 

down some mats and an outdoor blanket, provide a few 

items for interactions, then let the children investigate.  

Some children stay on the blankets, discovering with their 

senses as materials are brought to them…while other in-

fants are on the move discovering the toddler playground.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Our class has had so much fun exploring right outside the 

door… that we have planned another adventure… a trip in 

the stroller to experience our  fire drill route to the top parking lot and observe the construction that is 

being done up there.                                                                                                                                                                

Another adventure happening in our classroom is welcoming and getting to know our new teacher 

Giselle. We are so happy to have her join our team!  As we welcome in Giselle, we say good –bye to 

three of our one year old toddlers as they transition to their new T-1 classroom! We wish them the best 

and will miss them! As our one year olds move up and on, we will have two new infants joining us:   

Gino, Sofia and Briley. Welcome to our classroom! 

Taevy, Bobby and Mahboobeh talk about a 

pinecone they found outside…  

 

 

Walter investigates a piece of a pine branch. 
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T1 Teachers: Brian, Yen-Chiu & Rachel 

What have the Young Toddlers been learning? 

Specialist for Infant Room and T1 Rooms: Linda Boyd 

Brian - bcooper@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Yen-Chiu - yong@bellevuecollege.edu 

Our classroom has begun to grow once again as we’ve 

been welcoming new faces to our group. The children 

have been very interested in the younger children who 

have joined us and some have already learned their  

names. They’ve joined them in play from time to time 

and the new children are showing a lot of curiosity with 

their new peers and environment. 

 

 

 

Our older children have been showing 

growth in their skills as well. Drawing with 

markers was very popular while they got to 

exhibit their creative side. 

 

 

For the coming month we will introduce and prac-

tice self-help skills with our new friends.  We will 

practice using hand and finger control to hold cups, 

and spoons to feed them self with, little by little. 
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What have the Toddlers been learning? 

T2  Room Teachers: Rita, Parisa and Naghmeh 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

Rita - rruffin@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Parisa - pmohamad@bellevuecollege.edu 

 

In T2 we have been working on creating and adding different materials to our discovery ar-
ea. We introduced the book “Bones” and our children showed lots of interest. They learned 

lots of new information through this book. When we were asking them open ended ques-
tion such as “Why do we need bones in our body?” They were responding with some of the 
sentences from the book “If we don’t have bones we will look like a blob.” We also talked 

about which creatures don’t have bones. The children were so excited to meet our new fish. 
We asked the children what to name our fish, the children came up with the name “Blue.”  

 

Some of our children have been interested in the planet earth so we talked about where we 
live. Another child was interested in making a roaring sound so we asked the children if 

they wanted to hear what a lion really sounds 
like. We are fortunate enough to have an iPad 

in our classroom so we were able to hear 
what a lion and an ape really sound like.  

We are growing mint plants in our science 
center. The children help water them and 

sometimes they will pull a leaf and smell it. 
This gives the children an opportunity to use 
their sense of smell. We also used Kool Aid in 

an art activity. By adding Kool Aid to flour 
then adding water we were able to paint with 
it.  

For the month of May we will be talking about spring! What kind of insects come out? And 

expanding on science and discovery activity. The children are showing lots of interest at 
story time. They listen and answer questions. The children learn a lot by listening to stories 
and we will be taking this opportunities to teach them lots of new materials. We are also go-

ing to be planting seeds outside.  
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What have the Toddlers been learning? 

T3  Room Teachers: Annie, Ali and Naghmeh 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

Annie - ygu@bellevuecollege.edu *  Ali - allison.beckvold@bellevuecollege.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weather, Birds, and Worms 
Spring is in full swing and the children are paying 

more attention to our natural world. Every day 

seems to bring a new discovery.  While outside, the 

children watch the birds fly, listen to their song, and 

point to them. Teacher Naghmeh sings a song about 

two little birdies. Recently we changed out the 

winter cardinal on our indoor hanging branch for a 

spring paper bird and decorative nest. The children 

noticed the change on their own and said “bird has 

eggs.” We pulled the eggs down from the branch and 

showed the children. They got to touch and hold it 

and several of them learned the word “nest.” 

The children have become curious about the weather, often watching out the window and 

naming what they see such as rain, wet, puddle, 

sun, rainbow, and windy. Mother Nature has given 

us quite the show this past month! We have 

remained consistent in our outdoor explanations, 

taking advantage of the undercover area when 

weather persists. 

Along with the 

exciting weather we’ve 

had the worms have 

come out to visit. 

While outside the 

children hunt for 

washed up worms on the cement and huddle around. They 

talk to it, each other about it, and will find a teacher to 

share the experience with. The children will pick the worm 

up carefully with a stick and relocate it to a safer area. 

We look forward to welcoming a pet Betta fish to our 

classroom and watching caterpillars transform to butterflies over the coming month to 

further extend this learning.  

What could you do outside with your child to foster their interest in discovering the 

natural world? Snap a photo and email it to us. We’d love to see what’s going on 

outside of school. 
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What have the Toddlers been learning? 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

T5 Room Teachers: Paula, Iryna and Khazal  

 

Paula - paula.bourgeois@bellevuecollege.edu   Iryna - iryna.antonyuk@bellevuecollege.edu 

Spring comes, and toddlers enjoy nice weather outside while improving their gross and fine mo-

tor skills.  Physical development affects other areas of development. The ability to be physically 

active influences social well-being and mental health. 

 

T5 toddlers are so busy outside learning some motor skills primarily through exploration and dis-

covery. In order to develop more proficient movement skills, children need a combination of un-

structured play and appropriate, planned movement experiences. 

 

Zion, like most of his friends, is practicing riding a bike, focusing on 

pushing with his feet and eventually pedaling. He learns new gross mo-

tor skills by practicing until a skill  is mastered. Therefore, it is very im-

portant for children to have plenty of opportunities to exercise these 

skills every day.  

 

Aeris and Liza are practicing on the balance 

beam, learning to walk while maintaining 

their balance. Balance can be static or dy-

namic. Static balance involves holding a particular position, while body 

is stationary, such as standing on one foot or sitting. Dynamic balance 

requires holding a stable position while 

the body is moving, such as jumping or 

landing. 

 

Besides physical development, our tod-

dlers are improving their social skills, playing cooperatively and con-

structively in group situations, interacting with peers and making 

friends. David and Liém are digging and scooping sand and filling the 

bucket together while working on the same task. They are also initi-

ating the sharing of materials, all while leaving enough space for 

each other.  
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T6 Room Teachers: Donna, Diane and Khazal 

What have the Toddlers been learning? 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

Donna - dflanner@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Diane—desparza@bellevuecollege.edu 

 Although you're probably used to your children splashing in the bathtub and digging in a 

sandbox at the playground, you may be surprised to know that the sand and water area is an 

important part of our classroom. This is because sand and water aren't just fun - they're also a 

natural setting for learning.  

 When children pour water into measuring cups, they gain a foundation for mathematical 

thinking. When they drop corks, stones, feathers, and marbles into a tub of water, they observe 

scientifically which objects float and which sink. When they comb 

sand into patterns, they learn about both math and art.  

 We encourage children to experiment with these materials 

and as they do, we ask questions that encourage them to think 

about what they are discovering:  

"Why do you think the wet sand won't turn the wheel?" 

"How did the water change when we added the soap flakes?" 

"How many of these measuring cups of water will it take to fill  
 
this quart pitcher?  
 
 At home you can use a dishpan as a miniature sand box. 

Your child could use this sandbox on a table, on the floor, or even 

resting on their lap. Collect small items for the miniature sand box 

such as shells, plastic animals and coffee scoops, 

 Giving children an opportunity to play with sand and water 

on a regular basis helps them develop their minds and bodies in a 

relaxing and enjoyable way. 
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What have the Preschoolers been learning? 

Preschool Program Manager: Karen Virta 

P4 Room Teachers: Chisaki, Wendy and Margarita 

We are using our scientific inquiry skills as we are wondering about what creatures make trees their 
habitat.  The class is also refining our observation and documentation skills as we notice what grows and 
comes from trees. Our class has also begun the process of planting our own flowers and vegetables to 
transplant into our garden later in the spring. We had so much fun on our fieldtrip to Owen’s dad’s office 
on campus to learn about bugs. Thanks Jason Fuller for inviting us.  
 
The children have been excited to learn about different animals that call trees their home. The children 
located a nest up in the trees and they are filled with questions about who lives up there and why birds 
are so noisy? By asking open ended questions the children are coming up with new ideas and questions 
of their own to investigate further.   
 
By planting and caring for living things we learn about responsibility and 
how to take care of our garden bounty.  We also help our environment by 
growing and taking care of our Earth.  
 

Lastly we are learning about having fun with friends. This helps children to 
learn that their peers’ ideas and feelings may be a little different from their 
own views. This encourages them to learn about playing fair and working 
out differences. 

Wendy - wendy.cote@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Chisaki - cniiyama@bellevuecollege.edu 
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What have the Preschoolers been learning? 

P3 Room Teachers: Karen, Mala and Margarita 

Preschool Program Manager: Karen Virta 

Karen - kcarpent@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Mala - mkrishna@bellevuecollege.edu 

The children have been enjoying our new explorations about trees. They have learned the 

different parts of the tree, roots, branches, twigs, leaves and the crown. Several of our 

children and families participated in bringing in various parts of the tree for show and tell. The 

children had the opportunity to name the different parts and count how many objects they 

brought in. 

Our next trip was to the BC campus to explore the wonderful world of trees all around us. The 

children looked at several different kinds of trees on campus. They are able to describe the 

various parts of trees and what may live in a tree. We played a game with the trees closest to 

us. The children would listen to instructions to run to a tree and hug it! We call it “Embracing 

Life”. They were able to follow several different directions about the trees. Here are just a few 

pictures of our fieldtrip.  

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We explored the BC trail that was encompassed around trees, logs, bushes, and flowers. The 

children loved walking and exploring through the trail. 

We will begin going on more fieldtrips to various departments on campus. Our recent trip to 

the science department was fun.  We got to explore different kinds of insects, vertebrae, and 

skeletons of insects. This ties in with our study of insects and creatures that live in and on 

trees.  We are also learning how to take care of trees, plants, and flowers. So stayed tuned for 

our next adventure around campus! 
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Special thanks 

to 

fire 

station field trip Gavin and Juliana’s Mom and Dad, Kelsey and Emilio, and  
 
 
 

News from P2! This has been a fun month.  We have been learning about trees and what 

they give us. Something interesting that we explored is how certain buildings, such as our 

classroom and our homes, are made from trees. The fruit that we like to eat, such as 

apples and oranges, come from trees and the paper that we use to draw, also comes from 

trees!  We are very thankful for this natural resource!  Just recently we decided to make 

our own paper! 

 

Also in this month, we had to opportunity 

to go on a nature walk to the empty field 

next door.  The children were excited to 

explore a new area and collect items like 

bark, twigs, leaves, and blossoms.  Teacher 

Haley even collected two tree rounds, 

which brought a wonderful smell to the 

classroom!  On a later day we decided to 

take our collection of materials and glue 

them to paper to make a textured collage 

that is now hanging in the classroom. 

 

Another nature related activity involved 

painting with a paint brush made out of a sprig 

from an evergreen tree.  It was interesting to 

see the designs and hear the different sounds 

that were made as our self-made brush moved 

across the paper. 

         May 2017 

What have the Pre-K classes been learning? 

P2 Teachers: Haley, Marissa and Darrell 

Preschool Program Manager: Karen Virta 

  Haley - Haley.clapp@bellevuecollege.edu * Marissa– Marissa.merez@bellevuecollege.edu 
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Special thanks 

to 

fire 

         May 2017 

What have the PreK classes been learning? 

P1 Teachers: Page, Erica & Darrell  

Preschool Program Manager: Karen Virta 

Page - pknapp@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Erica—boh.park@bellevuecollege.edu 

May is here! Weather is getting warmer and we are excited 

for all the fun that is soon to come. Looking back in April, 

we learned about different types of trees, what kind of life 

goes on around them, and how they change from season to 

season. To study this more closely, we went on a walk to 

explore and discuss specific attributes of the trees that are 

around our center. We planned to visit trees around us 

more periodically to take some photographs and observe 

for changes.  

 

In honor of National Library Week, we went 

on a field trip to BC library. Before going on 

a field trip, we have talked about how to 

behave in the library and what it means to 

‘whisper’. Everyone did a great job 

following the direction and had fun 

listening to stories read by a librarian.  

In the month of May, we will continue our study of trees. We will discuss what kinds of foods 

grow on trees and how to care for trees. Furthermore, we will be having more fun-filled field 

trips to BC campus.  


