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November Family Activity 
 

At the ELC Fall Family Meeting, families completed 

this sentence: 

Words were shared, and echoed, including: 

Compassionate; Resilient; Kind; Capable; 

Confident; Happy; Empathetic; Collabora-

tive; Independent; Courageous; Creative 

and many more. 

 

For the November Family Activity, you are invited 

to share your hopes by completing this sentence. 

There will be cards in the lobby to complete, or 

you can e-mail your sentence to: 
kelly.davidson@bellevuecollege.edu 

 

You are not limited to one hope! It will be 

helpful if you keep it to one word or a short 

phrase, per sentence. We hope to use, or add to 

these words for a future family activity. In the 

meantime, I encourage you to be that word, 

and see it in your child already! 

Dear ELC Families, 
 
In this season of Thanksgiving, there is much to 

be grateful for! 

 

I am grateful for ELC families who shared 

with me their opinions, dreams and ideas 

both in the ELC Family Survey and/or Fam-

ily Meeting as well as in spontaneous and 

scheduled chats around the center. We 

learned much about who you are as a communi-

ty and what you care about. Look on page 2 of 
this newsletter for some of what we gathered so 
far from you and some of how we are respond-
ing now, and on page 3 for ways we can contin-
ue the conversation with you in the future. 
 

I am also grateful to work with teachers 

who look for creative ways to build curric-

ulum based on the strengths and interests 

of children and families. It requires deep 

thought, knowledge and caring to teach this 

way; and results in relevant, joyful learning. 

One of  my all time favorite educators, Loris Ma-

laguzzi  says “Nothing without Joy!” Based on 
your feedback about family involvement, teach-
ers are piloting a new way of writing their class-
room reports on page 4-5, including adding a 
family involvement suggestion of an easy way 
you can build on or contribute to your child’s 
classroom learning. Let us know what you think! 
 
I am grateful to have a (literal and figura-

tive) window into children’s energy, cour-

age and kindness. Witnessing their joy, tri-

ples mine.  

 

     Warmly, 

 

      Kelly 

Dates to Remember  
11/11              Veteran’s Day  - ELC CLOSED 

11/20             Community Conversation 4:30-5:30 

11/27-11/28  Thanksgiving  - ELC CLOSED 

12/2-12/5 Scholastic Book Fair 

12/10             Last Day of Fall Quarter 

12/24              ELC  closes at 4:00 PM 

November 2014 

When my child is grown,  

one hope I have  

is that they will be 

____________. 

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp
mailto:kelly.davidson@bellevuecollege.edu?subject=When%20my%20child%20is%20grown


ELC Family Survey Results and Family Meeting 
 

It was exciting to see how many families found time to participate! We sent out the survey link to 215 e-mail ad-

dresses representing 135 families, 153 children - and received a total of 98 surveys! Over thirty families came to the Fall Fami-
ly Meeting to hear the results and share their further feedback, ideas and suggestions. Although not all the feedback is 

reflected here, I wanted to offer an Overview, Three Significant Themes, and some Program Responses we will 
be piloting right away, as well as ongoing conversations we have scheduled. 

 

Survey and Meeting Discussion Overview 

Overall, based on the ratings and the additional comments, you told us the ELC works well for you and your 

children. Of the aspects of the we asked about, such as location, cost of tuition, teachers, ratios, curriculum, food program, 
health and sanitation standards, your child’s  friendships and developmental progress, your relationships with ELC teachers 

and staff , an average of 87% surveys indicated that your were satisfied or very satisfied. You rated the highest satisfac-
tion with your relationships with ELC teachers. This was also reflected in the discussion at the Family Meeting. 

 

Three Significant Themes 

 Health, Nutrition and Sustainability 

 The highest percentage of lower (dissatisfied or very dissatisfied) ratings were given to the quality of our food pro

 gram (7%) although we received many positive ratings and comments in this area as well! Both in the added survey 

 comments, and at the family meeting, there was interest expressed in increasing the use of fresh 
 foods and vegetables and increase the amount of organic milk and food. 

 

 Communication and Family Involvement 

 By far and away, families most valued communication that is face to face with teachers.  

 This was far higher than even the Parent Conference ratings. In terms of written communication, after Accident 

 Reports, the infant and toddler classroom Journals are the form of written communication rated most highly by re
 spondents, followed the Program Menu. In the middle of the pack were items like the Program Newsletter and 

 Posted Curriculum. The Family Handbook received the lowest ratings. Only 37% of respondents said they had 

 received information about “opportunities for families to be involved”. There were also lower ratings about 
 whether families had been asked about your family’s strengths, interests, culture and background.  

 

 Technology and the ELC Philosophy 

 Almost all families were interested in seeing more pictures of their child involved in activities at school, 

 and were comfortable with the photos being displayed within the ELC. This is the permission families have 
 the option to choose at enrollment currently. Families were divided about their comfort in photos  of their 

 children being included in a newsletter that would be sent out electronically. Many of them had more 
 questions, and suggestions. 

 

 While there was strong support for teachers using iPads to collect developmental information, in-
 cluding photos and videos for the Teaching Strategies Gold online child development assessment tool, 

 there was also some concern about children using the iPads as this has not been a part of ELC  Philoso
 phy. Several parents asked for clarification that the iPads would be used mainly by teachers and for this purpose, not 

 as an activity for the children to regularly choose instead of hands on learning. Questions about Child Develop

 ment and ELC philosophy were reflected in many responses to survey questions, and in our discussion 
 at the  Family Meeting. 

 
Program Responses to Watch For and Opportunities to Explore More 

In response to what we learned, along with the Monthly Family Activity that we have been piloting, teachers will be ex-
perimenting with how we can share stories about planned and unplanned classroom activities, such as writing 

their classroom reports in the newsletter in a style more similar to the preferred journals, and inviting families to be more 
involved in classroom activities by for example, including a simple, do-able family involvement suggestion each month.  

 

We will be moving ahead with writing a proposal to purchase Teaching Strategies Gold and classroom iPads.  

 

We will host a series of Community Conversations to explore further some recurring themes. These will be 

times for sharing information, ideas and possibilities for the future. Times and topics on page 3! 



Three ELC Community Conversations to Continue 

 
These are three of the recurring themes that came up in the ELC Family Sur-

vey results, at the Family Meeting, and in the informal conversations held 

around the center between staff, teachers and families last month.  

 

You are invited to one or all conversations, as your interest and schedule al-

lows, to explore these themes further. Please RSVP at the front desk, so we 

can plan for space and materials. 

 
What We Want for Children: Exploring ELC Philosophy 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 4:30-5:30 

What do you want most for your child? Or for all children? What kinds of infor-

mation about teaching, learning and child development is the ELC philosophy 

based on?   

 
Health, Nutrition and Sustainability 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 4:30-5:30 

What is important to your family about health, nutrition and sustainability? In 

what ways can the Early Learning Center contribute to children’s health and 

the health of the planet they will inherit?  

 

 

Families and Communication: Sharing Our Stories  

Thursday, January 15, 2015 4:40-5:30 

How might we share our stories of learning with each other, so that families, 

children and teachers strengthen our connections, celebrate our strengths and 

contribute to each other’s learning?  

 
 

If these times don’t work for you and you want to contribute, please feel free 

to call, e-mail or meet with me. I will also be sending out materials after each 

meeting. If there is sufficient interest, these groups may schedule additional 

meeting times. 



Infants & Young Toddlers Classroom Clips~ Bonnie MacGregor, Specialist 3 
Infant 1: 
During last month, the babies have been exploring different environments at the center like grass area, activity room, library and playground 
area. It was wonderful to observe them—how little by little they get comfortable with the space and grow in confidence experiment with their 
senses around the areas. This takes time and experience. Like relationships it cannot be rushed. 
For the next month, we will be carefully observing how the babies interact with each other and with each of the teachers, to see if we can 
learn more about their personality and communication style, as well as their development.  Talking gently, respectfully and clearly with our 
babies during all activities and routines is constantly our goal, however we also want to be aware of their unique strengths and preferences. 
We are conscious that our interactions have a powerful impact on children, how they feel about themselves and how they see the world.  

We know that you as parents are conscious that positive interactions are important too. We invite you to share with relatives and friends who 

interact with your children to  slow down and take time to observe children’s preferences so that their interactions are positive, 

even transformative. 

Teachers: Lisa Ann, Liliana, Ghousia 

 
Infant 2: 
The babies in our room have really enjoyed stroller rides around the center and especially when we could get  outside where they saw all the 
changing colors, smells, temperature of fall. Many of then have also had a chance to crawl out on the playground, a different surface and 
experience as their world expands. 
In the coming month we will be using the family profiles, to learn more about you and perhaps what kind of materials and pictures we could 
add to the classroom environment that relate to  your family life. Perhaps pictures of pets? Or a favorite beach? Are there sounds, 
scents or sights your child responds to at home? We would be very interested to hear your ideas! 
Teachers: Mahboobeh, Parisa, Ghousia 
 
Young Toddlers – Toddler 1:   
This month the group was introduced to brushes and plain water to paint onto colored paper to see the color change as the water touches 
the paper. After a few strokes on the paper, some children also discovered  they could suck the water out of the brushes with our mouths. All 
senses engaged with this age group! This activity also works for “finger painting” - try it at home! 
In November we want to continue our learning of different hand signs along with our emerging words to give the children several ways in 
which to communicate with their teachers as well as their peers.  We would be happy to share some of the simple signing that we do with 
children for you to use at home if you are interested. We’re also excited to post all the family pictures we have received from eve-
ryone. 
Teachers: Yen Chiu Brian, Ghousia 
 
Toddlers Classroom Clips  ~  Bonnie MacGregor and Vanessa VonPapp, Specialist 3s 
Toddler 2:   
In T-2 the children have been attracted to the family pictures we have in our classroom, and  the children are enjoying talking about who is in 
their family.  This past month we have incorporated more open ended questions into our daily routine to prompt the children into sharing 
their ideas while developing their expressive language skills. We have some wonderfully creative children in our T2 class. In the block center 
the children are designing then building tracks for cars to cruise on.  We brought in a big peg board into our room and the children have 
been finding different ways to put the pegs in the board.  
For the month of November we are excited about putting in a grocery store into our housekeeping area. Creative play is an integral part of 
the developmental learning process, requiring cooperation, problem solving and new language. Children also naturally develop skills in such 
areas as abstract thinking, literacy, and math. Involving children in your grocery shopping, for example by describing what you are doing or 
thinking about, or giving them tasks like holding the list, spotting their favorite fruit or saying thank you to the cashier, will add to 
their knowledge of their  world and their ways of playing it out  in the classroom! 
Teachers: Diane, Chisaki, Naghmeh 
 
Toddler 3:  
One of  the art activities the children enjoyed doing this month was Fold Over art where they choose the paint colors that they wanted to use 
fold the paper, and then rubbing their hands over the top of paper, a satisfying sensory experience with the reward of  opening the paper to 
see to see the surprise of the changed and symmetrical design they created. 
Coming up we are looking forward to exploring the inside of a pumpkin and especially focusing on the unique smell—and all  the unique 
things we smell (and taste!) at this time of year. This is a wonderful way to introduce new vocabulary. Can you help us by talking to you child 
at home about the smells around them, and finding one thing your family could contribute to our “Smelly Tray”? 
Teachers: Rita, Annie, Naghmeh 
 
Toddler 5:  
At the sensory table, T5 Children were especially engaged, relaxed and mastering important skills and concepts as they poured water into 
containers and funnels over and over, However, they could not resist drinking the water so teachers set-up individual dishpans where the 
children could explore without interruptions and corrections—instead teachers could describe and enhance what is an essential learning 
experience. Try this at home! 
This month children were fascinated with a story table, a collection of books  and songs with puppet characters and objects featured in the 
books that was collected in the book area. The stories were first told (or sung!) at circle time,, but the children chose favorites. Repeatedly re
-enacting the stories using the props, while mimicking the words or voices of the puppet characters was a wonderful early literacy 
experience that emerged and grew from the children’s interests, and something we will be building on next month. Stop by and 
“read” with us! 
Teachers: Karen, Laura, Wendy, Vanessa, Diane 



Toddler 6:  
In October our class explored changes in our nature as well as in our classroom environment, including welcoming new families to our com-
munity! A favorite activity has been around apples, observing and examining the differences and similarities in the many varieties, We made 
predictions “What do you think the apple will smell like?” and “What would the apple look like when we cut it open?”  and charted our prefer-
ences after we tasted red and green apples. We as people are different and similar too! We finished by enjoying the measuring, stirring and 
smelling while making a pot of  Apple Cinnamon Oatmeal.  During the month of November we will be introducing a variety of strategies to 
help children begin to identify their emotions and the emotions of others. We will practice ways to handle anger or frustration, like saying “I 
feel _____.” and taking three big slow breaths. We encourage you to model and practice these strategies with your child at home, 
and invite you to spend time in our classroom to learn more about the children in our group and what we are learning together. 

Teachers:  Marlize, Donna, Wendy 
 
Preschool Classroom Clips ~ Vanessa Von Papp, Specialist 3 
In October we enjoyed getting a visit from the Sea Mar Dentist students and got to have a really good conversation about the importance of 
brushing and keeping our teeth clean.  Children were very interested in why we use toothpaste, how to brush our teeth, and for how long we 
should brush.  Because of this excitement, we have incorporated it into our class schedule after breakfast. With the changing season, chil-
dren have started questioning where the location of the sun is and why the clouds keep moving a certain way.  We have been using open 
ended questions to learn their current level of knowledge and their theories. You can use the strategy of open ended questions at home too, 
about the weather or any other topic. Rather than yes or no or right or wrong answers, open ended questions encourage children 
to think and wonder. Some examples are, “I wonder why it’s been raining so much.  Why do you think it’s been raining?”  “How 
can it be sunny and still be raining at the same time?  What do you think?” 
Teachers: Kim, Page, Margarita 
 
Preschool 4: 
In October, we continued to welcome new children and families and learn together how to help everyone feel comfortable and happy here. 
The family collages about “What is special to us?”  inspired a lot of conversation. Many of the children have been engaging in dramatic play 
that encompasses the concepts of family life and routines.  In particular, they have been playing out routines of going to and from the home.   
We have reflected upon this and decided to add a door to the dramatic play area and integrate a study of doors and what they mean to us 
into our curriculum. We are excited to see how the children will use the door to expand on their play ideas.  We anticipate that this may lead 
to conversations about how we welcome others into our homes and into our classroom, and will use their ideas to encourage the 
growth of a strong, positive classroom community. Your  can contribute by noticing and talking about doors and welcoming as 
you enter other places in your family’s life. 
Teachers: Mala, Lindsay, Margarita 
 

Pre-K 1:  
In October  the class had a wonderful time getting to know each other through song, dance and acting. It emerged very spontaneously as 
some of the children brought in books to share with their classmates. Next children began wanting to hear them over and over and then 
began to sing along with the song books, reenact the story books and dance to the musical books. This has been such a hit that we would 
like to invite all the children to bring in a favorite book to share with their classmates. We will keep them safe and read three a day 
so hopefully that book can stay a couple of days until read if needed. The children love to share! We look forward to November 
and discussing  sharing the “harvest” more, along with the changes we note in our garden and our environment around us.  
Teachers: Mary, Linda, Khazal 
 
Pre-K 2:    
In October we went on an extended field trip to QFC to buy the ingredients to make an apple pie.  This project was by far the best activity of 
the month!  October was also a fantastic month full of counting and card games that involve knowing the highest number. One thing families 
can do at home is play board games or card games that work on number recognition or one to one correspondence. Please ask us 
if you want game ideas, or share your game ideas with us! You or your child could teach us how to play! In November, we will be 
creating, drawing and dictating our own stories as we discover more about the importance of print.  Understanding that print is meaningful is 
one of the first steps children take in learning to read and write, and that is exciting watch!   
Teachers:  Robin, Sarah, Khazal 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

November 2014 

What is special to  

     _______? 

 

 

 

 

A picture 

of your 

family 

 
New to the ELC?  Or just catching up? 

The “What is Special to ____________?” Family 

Activity is a great way to introduce your child and 

your family to their new classroom community.  

 

If you need any help, supplies or inspiration, 

please ask! We would be happy to show you 

some examples (ther is no wrong way!) provide 

you with paper, scissors, photos and a place to 

create! 




