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Early Learning Center 
      Where Families Connect to Learn, Grow and Play! 

               Contact us at: www.bellevuecollege.edu/childcare   425-564-2240   

 Bellevue College reaffirms its policy of equal opportunity regardless of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital 

status, disability or status as a disable veteran or Vietnam era veteran.  Please visit www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp 

Dear ELC Families, 
 

Whether you are a new or returning family this 

Fall Quarter, there are a lot of people to get to 

know at the Early Learning Center! We know the 

best learning environments for children are 

built on relationships, so to help us get to know 

each other we: 

 

 Ask families  to complete a “What is special to 

______?” Fall Family Project that will be 

posted in your child’s classroom so that chil-

dren and families can begin to know each oth-

er. Need a family photo? Ask us! 

 

 Share Teacher Photo Introductions that are 

posted in each classroom, and included with 

this newsletter. (Program Support Staff includ-

ing kitchen, office, and student workers to 

come!) 

 

 Distribute Ages and Stages Questionnaires to 

learn more from families about your child’s 

current stage of development. Preschool fami-

lies will also receive the DECA (Devereaux 
Early Childhood Assessment) which is a tool 

that emphasizes social emotional develop-

ment. 

 

 Invite families to a Fall Family Night on Octo-

ber 22, 2015 5:30-6:45 PM This is an oppor-

tunity to spend some relaxed time in your 

child’s classroom to get to know your child’s 

activities, routines, teachers and friends! 

 
I look forward to getting to know you and your 
children in these ways and more over the quar-
ters ahead!  
    Warmly, 

 
    Kelly  

                          Director, ELC 

Dates to Remember  
 
10/20/15 

NO BC Classes 

ELC OPEN 
 

 

 

 

10/22/2015 

Fall  

Family Night 
 5:30-6:45 PM 

 

 

 

October 2015 

School Readiness and Relationships 
Why are relationships important at the ELC? “When 

considered within the context of a child’s environment 

of relationships, the concept of school readiness is not 

exclusively a matter of fostering literacy and number 

skills. It must also include the capacity to form and sus-

tain positive relationships with teachers, children, and 

other adults, and develop the social and emotional 

skills for cooperating with others. When viewed as an 

important part of a child’s environment of relation-

ships, early childhood education must strive to involve 

young children in reciprocal learning interactions with 

teachers and peers rather than isolated “pre-

academic” work, and it should capitalize on children’s 

natural interests and intrinsic drive to learn, rather 

than follow an adult-determined agenda. Stated simp-

ly, young children learn best in an interactive, relation-

al mode rather than through an education model that 

focuses on rote instruction. 
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/
reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp1/ 

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp1/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp1/


2 

 

October 2015  

Leila and Ada build test   

Rocket Ship Model #1. 

 

What is special to  

   ________? 

 
 

 

A photo  

of  

your family! 

 

What is an ASQ?  

Every family is being asked  to complete an “ASQ” or Ages and Stages Question-

naire to share with us. It is an easy, enjoyable series of  observations families 

record about  your child’s current stage of development in different areas. 

 

And why are we doing them? 

Screening and ongoing collaboration with families is one indicator of quality meas-

ured in Early Achievers, Washington’s Department of Early Learning Quality Rating 

System. Adding this way of checking in with families about their child’s development 

is another way for the ELC to make sure we partner with you, your child’s first and 

most important teacher, to prepare you child for kindergarten readiness! 

 

 

 

We hope you will share a picture of 

your family so your child can see 

the people most important to him 

all the time. In addition please add 

images or words of other things 

special to your child and family. 

Have fun! 

 

This page will be posted for your 

child to share with their friends. It 

will also help teachers build rela-

tionships with you and your child 

and individualize the curriculum to 

build on your child’s strengths, in-

terests and experiences. If you 

have any questions, suggestions 

or concerns about completing this 

activity please let us know! 

Fall Family Activity 
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You are invited to an ELC Family Night at 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 7th and Tuesday, April 14th 

5:30 to 7:30pm 
 

Please sign up at the front desk for this FREE fun way  

learn through play with your child while  you 

connect with other ELC families! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Here are the details: 
 Due to limited space, we will offer this opportunity for a limited num-

ber of ELC families on two separate nights, but ask that each family 

attend on only one night. 

 Families will provide their own transportation to meet at the museum 

in Factoria Mall. 

  Families will remain with their child at all times during the event. 

 Children must be currently ELC enrolled and at least 2 years old. 

 Older siblings may attend with the family, but must be signed up. 

 

, 

ELC 

Fall Family Night 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Drop off and pick up times can be a rush for families! 

 

Thursday, October 22, 2015  

5:30-6:45 PM 

 

Families are invited to slow down and spend some extra time in 

classrooms this evening sharing some simple family activities, 

and meeting your child’s teachers and friends!  
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 My name is Bonnie MacGregor. I am the Spe-

cialist for our Infant and Young Toddler class-

rooms. Currently, I am also co-teaching with 

Brian in T1. I have my degree in early child-

hood education. I have been teaching infants 

and young toddlers for the last forty years. 

While being here at ELC I have studied the 

RIE philosophy (Resources for Infants Edu-

Carers) for infants and toddlers. When I am 

not at work I enjoy spending time with my two 

grandchildren. I enjoy reading and spending 

quiet times at our cabin.  
 
https://www.rie.org/educaring/ 
 

 

Hi, my name is Mahboobeh and I have two 

sons and three grandsons. I have a diploma in 

Math and Science from my home country Iran, 

and also have an Associate of Art from Belle-

vue College. I have many years’ experience as 

a teacher in Iran.  I have been working in ELC 

from 2002 and also I worked from 1999 to 

2002 in the old center we had in Bellevue Col-

lege. Most of my experience in the ELC is 

working in Infant room which is my passion.  I 

really enjoy my work, spending time with ba-

bies, and knowing their families.  

Bonnie 
Infant and Young Toddler Specialist 

Mahboobeh 
Infant Co-Lead Teacher 

ELC Teachers 
Every fall ELC families create a “What is special about______?” project so that teachers can learn 

more about your child and family. Here is a little about each of the teachers so you can learn 

about them too! 

 

While each teacher is unique, every ELC teacher brings to their work education, experience and a 

sincere commitment to caring for and supporting children and families. 

 

They also bring their own diverse personal histories, strengths and interests. This range of per-

spectives, added to learning about your child and family,  allows and inspires them to build re-

sponsive, individualized relationships, curriculum and environments. 

https://www.rie.org/educaring/


5 

 
 
 
 
 

October 2015  

  

My name is Brian Cooper. I have been work-

ing in early childhood education since Sep-

tember 2001. I completed my AAS degree in 

the summer of 2003. I chose early childhood 

as  my  career as I wanted to do something 

that made an impact, and I had excelled in a 

child development course in late high school. 

I enjoy exploring science and the outdoors.  

My name is Joy Arianashira. I have worked in 

the Early Learning Center almost eight years. 

My Bachelor’s degree is in elementary educa-

tion and I have a Master’s Degree in Social 

Work. Establishing relationships with children 

so that children learn to see themselves as ca-

pable and valuable is important to me. Per-

forming a puppet show about empowerment for 

ages 4-7 has been a passion of mine. Recently 

I created a mini role play using puppets to 

teach rational emotive therapy; I am currently 

studying counseling.  

Brian  
T1 Co-Lead Teacher 

Joy 
Infant and T1 Assistant Teacher 

 

Hi, my name is Lisa-Ann Owens. I have a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Special Education 

from Central Washington University. I also 

have an Associate of Arts from Bellevue 

College. I have been working with young 

children for 30 years, the last ten here at 

the Early Learning Center. In my free time I 

enjoy spending time with my friends and 

family.  

Lisa Ann 

Infant Co-Lead Teacher 

Brian 
T1Co-Lead Teacher 
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Welcome to Toddlers. My name is Vanessa. 

I’m the Specialist for Toddler Rooms T2/3 

and T5/6. I have a degree in early childhood 

education as well as 32 years of experience 

of working with children birth through school-

age. I mentor the teachers in developing the 

curriculum and creating room environments. I 

enjoy observing children learn and succeed 

in an environment that is exciting.  

My name is Liliana Martell. I am from Lima-

Peru and I have lived in Washington for 13 

years. I received a Bachelor’s degree from Li-

ma-Peru in Early Childhood Education and my 

AA Degree in Early Childhood Education at 

Bellevue College. I worked in Lima for 15 years 

as a Kindergarten and Preschool teacher. I 

have now been at Bellevue College for 10 

years and enjoyed working as an Infant Tod-

dler teacher. I bring my culture into the class-

room by singing songs in Spanish.  

 

My name is Rita. I have 27 years in the Ear-

ly Childhood field. I have worked in the 

Bellevue College Toddler classrooms for 12 

years. I have a passion for creating learning 

environments that are creative and interac-

tive. I enjoy cooking which I bring into the 

classroom as much as possible.  I have 

three grown children and two beautiful 

grandchildren.  

Vanessa 
Toddler Specialist 

Liliana 
T2 Co-Lead Teacher 

Rita 
T2 Co-Lead Teacher 
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 Hello, my name is Khazal Faraj. I am from 

Iraq Kurdistan. I am a mother of three. I am 

an assistant teacher and I have an Early 

Childhood Development certificate. I have 26 

years of experience working with children 

birth through preschool. I love taking care of 

our children and assisting them with their de-

velopment. I am also passionate about sup-

porting the cultural diversity of the families.  

My name is Annie. I came from China. I have 

12 years of experience working as an elemen-

tary teacher in Shanghai, China. I received an 

AA degree in Early Childhood Education at 

Bellevue College. I have worked at Bellevue 

College in both the infant and toddler class-

rooms since 2005. I believe that children learn 

best through their hands on experiences. In my 

spare time, I love watching Chinese movies 

and traveling with my family. 

 

My name is Parisa. I was born in Iran. I have 

been living in Washington State for over 13 

years. I received my AA degree in Early 

Childhood Education from Bellevue College. 

I have been working at the Early Learning 

Center for 9 years. In my free time, I enjoy 

going out hiking in the nature with my hus-

band, sister, and brother.  

Khazal 
T2/T3 Assistant Teacher 

Annie 
T3 Co-Lead Teacher 

Parisa 
T3 Co-Lead Teacher 
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 My name is Diane Esparza. I have been 

working here at the ELC for almost 24 ywars. 

I have a BA in Child and Family Studies/Child 

Development. During my spare time, I enjoy 

spending time with my family, reading and I 

love to take long walks on the beach. I chose 

this profession when I was 4 years old and 

went to preschool. What I enjoy most about  

is observing a child’s growth and develop-

ment and the excitement they have as they 

discover new things every day. 

My name is Yen-Chui Ong. I came from Tai-

wan. In 2002 I finished my ECE certificate and 

began my career as a Toddler teacher at Belle-

vue College’s Early Learning Center. I enjoy 

observing each child develop uniquely, learn-

ing how to be independent and how to value 

themselves with confidence. During my free 

time I enjoy camping, fishing and cooking. Wel-

come to all the families joining us! Here’s to 

building memories and learning experiences 

together with your child! 

 

My name is Wendy Cote. I have worked at 

the Early Learning Center for the past seven 

years. I had a family childcare in my home 

for 13 years. Children inspire me by being 

curious and natural learners— that is why 

I’m finishing my degree in Early Childhood 

Education at Bellevue College. In my spare 

time, I like to spend time with my family, 

baking, doing water aerobics and working in 

my yard. 

Diane 
T5 Co-Lead Teacher 

Yen-Chui 
T5 Co-Lead Teacher 

Wendy 
T5/T6 Assistant Teacher 
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 My name is Donna Flannery. I have been 

working in the ELC since 2001. I have a B.A. 

in Elementary Education which I earned in 

Southern California where I was born and 

raised, and have been in Washington state 

long enough to be considered a native. I have 

over thirty years of experience working with 

children, the majority of those years at the 

Early Childhood level, where I enjoy watching 

children grow and learn throughout the year. 

In my time away from the center, I enjoy 

watching ballet and opera, listening to classi-

cal music, and reading nineteenth British and 

American novels. I am also totally addicted to 

working on my family tree and genealogy.  

 
My name is Jackey. I am from Eatonville, 
Washington. As a first generation college stu-
dent, I  received my bachelor’s degree in an-
thropology at UW. I started in early childhood 
in an ECEAP classroom as a part of Ameri-
Corps, and have gone on to work in infant and 
toddler classrooms. I can speak a small 
amount of Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian. I love 
languages and am always eager to learn more.  
I enjoy crafts and nerdy things. It's my belief 
that every child is a unique individual and I 
strive to help them develop their passions and 
strengths. 

Donna 
T6 Co-Lead Teacher 

Jackey 
T6 Co-Lead Teacher 

Introducing Jackey Anderson!  

Jackey’s first day at work was Monday, October 5, 2015, and, along with completing a lot of 

the initial training and paperwork, she is already building great relationships with the T5/T6 

children and teachers!  We are delighted to have her join us! 
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My name is Esther Suen.  I have been working 

with young children for sixteen years, seven 

years for Bright Horizons and the past nine 

years here at Bellevue College’s Early Learning 

Center. I earned a BA degree in business Math-

ematics while living in Taiwan, and a CDA 

through the National Credentialing program 

since living in Washington.  I love listening to 

music and visiting beautiful places.  I enjoy 

drawing from my many years of experience car-

ing for your children, and helping them explore 

the whole world. 

 
My name is Naghmeh.  I have worked with 

toddler and preschool children.  I studied 

Early Childhood Education at Bellevue Col-

lege and at the same time I worked here as 

part of ELC team for more than 12 years.  

My job is my passion and this is my main 

reason to work with children, to teach them 

and learn from them.  I am a mom and 

grandma.  I speak Farsi and in my free time 

I like cooking, walking and spending time 

with my family. 

Esther  
Center-wide Assistant Teacher 

Naghmeh 
Center-wide Assistant Teacher 
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My name is Karen Virta and I recently joined 

the ELC as Preschool Program Manager. I 

have a BA in Early Childhood and Family Stud-

ies. Over the last 21 years I have operated an 

in-home preschool/childcare, worked in 

ECEAP, Head Start and at Hilltop, a Reggio in-

spired school in Seattle. In my free time I enjoy 

cards/board games, thrift store shopping, exer-

cise, listening to music, singing, dancing, col-

lecting nature stuff and an occasional back-

packing trip. I am thankful to say though that I 

usually enjoy my work almost as much as I do 

my hobbies!   

My name is Page.  I have been working with 

children for 28 years and here at the ELC for 

almost 11 years.  I have a BA degree in Child 

and Families Studies. Traveling to Hawaii 

brings me great happiness.  I enjoy cooking, 

crafting and working in my yard. Can you think 

of anything more fun than being able to work 

and play with children all day? They keep me 

young and laughing. 

 

My name is Karen. I have been an Early Ed-

ucator for 20 years. I have been working at 

the ELC for 8 ½ years. I have my certificate 

in ECE and I am continuing my education 

here at BC. I love working in the community 

as an Outreach Coordinator helping families 

with support. I also like helping setting up 

events in my community, love to bake and 

enjoy my family. I am very passionate about 

children and their energy! 

Page 

P3 Co-Lead Teacher 

Karen 
Preschool Program Manager 

Karen 
P4 Co-Lead Teacher 
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 My name is Margarita I have a MA in Rus-

sian language. I have been working at ELC 

for 9 years as a Specialist I. My inspiration to 

work with children is to combine my love for 

different language and bring it into the class-

room through music and books! I like to read 

books, and watch movies. I enjoy gardening 

and spending time with my family in Bulgaria.  

My name is Chisaki. I’m from Japan. I have 

been working with young children for more 

than 14 years and 8 ½ years at the ELC. I have 

my degree in Japanese literature and library 

science and Early Childhood education. I am 

inspired to help children build strong founda-

tions that would impact them throughout their 

lives.  I enjoy hiking and camping with my fami-

ly and friends.  

 

My name is Marlize.  I have my BA in Early 

Childhood and Family Studies.  I am in-

spired to extend children’s learning experi-

ences inside and outside of the classroom. 

My family and I love going for walks and rid-

ing bikes.  Something that I really enjoy do-

ing is baking especially special treats from 

my home country South Africa.   

Margarita 
P3-P4 Assistant Teacher 

Chisaki 
P4 CO-Lead Teacher 

Marlize 
P4 Co-Lead Teacher 
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   My name is Linda. I have worked with chil-

dren and families in many ways. I have 

coached sports, been a community program 

director, worked with teens and co–lead a girl 

scout troop for serval years. One of  my fa-

vorite things about teaching.is listening to 

and speaking with children. I enjoy the ex-

change of knowledge and experience making 

connections with our world as well as our 

classroom community. I have a degree in 

Early Childhood Education and have been 

working with young children for over 18 

years. I have two children and have recently 

become a grandma. My family and I enjoy 

music, hiking and cooking together. 

  Hi, I’m Lindsay.  It has been my pleasure to 

learn alongside the children of this school for 

the past 3 years!  They have shared with me 

laughter, excitement and boundless knowledge 

of the world around us (and, oh, how I love to 

learn new things!).  I have a teaching certificate 

in early childhood education, and have been 

working with toddlers and preschoolers for 7 

years now.  Alongside teaching, my great pas-

sions are my books, my family, and my time 

outdoors.  I am at home on the top of a moun-

tain, swimming in a freezing cold lake, with 

simply my friends, my family, and a really good 

book. 

Linda 
P2 C0-Lead Teacher 

Lindsay 
P2 Co-Lead Teacher 

My name is Mala. I have worked with Tod-

dlers and Preschool children.  Its amazing  to 

watch children learn, grow and interact in dif-

ferent ways. Each child learns in a different 

way and I love having that moment and op-

portunity to see that wonder on their faces as 

they discover new things.  I have a Bache-

lors degree in  Accounting  and  Associate 

degree  with credits in Early Learning. In my 

free time I love gardening with my husband, 

going on long walks/hike with our dog, read-

ing, and really enjoy creating and cooking  
Mala 
P1 Co-Lead Teacher 


