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Dates to Remember Dear ELC Families,  

 
What a great family night we had on July 21st, with 

“Mikey, Mike the Rad Scientist”. There was lots of danc-

ing and singing, smiling faces, food and great conversa-

tions - even the weather cooperated. We know families 

are busy with evening activities of their own so we want 

you to know that we appreciate that you took the time 

out of your busy lives to participate and on a Friday 

night no less . Your engagement with the school com-

munity makes it a better learning environment for every-

one. We hope to make it an annual event. (see pictures 

on next page). 

  

Preschool— As many of you already know PreK1 
Teacher Erica’s last day at the ELC was July 14th. 

Page is patiently waiting the arrival of a new co-teacher 

(job is post). Ali has moved over to P3 partnering with 

Karen. Ali is familiar with a lot of the children and fami-

lies that started in toddlers and have moved up to pre-

school.  

 

I am happy to announce that we have a New Toddler 

Teacher joining our team! Megan Russell will be 

partnering with Annie in the T6 room, AND we have a 

New Assistant Director also joining our team! Su-

sannah Halliburton comes with loads of experience 
as a an Administrator as well as being a teacher in the 

classroom. Inside this newsletter, read more about their 

talents as well as the exciting activities that are going 

on in your child’s classroom.  

 

Room repairs in the infant and toddler rooms are under 

way and on schedule. I will keep you posted as to when 

they get to move back into their regular classrooms. 

 
Due to the water damage and scheduled repairs, our  

Early Achievers rating was postponed. We are now 

scheduled for November—January.  

     

    Warmly,  
    Lisa Miller 

    Director, ELC  ring! 

8/4/17 

Early closure   

4:15 pm  

Please be in the 

building by 4:00 to 

pick up your child.  

8/18/17  

Classified  

Professional  

Development Day  

  * BC and ELC CLOSED  

 

  

9/1/17  

Early closure  

4:15pm  

Please be in the  

building by 4:00 to  

pick up your child.  
 

  

9/4/17 

Labor Day  

 
* BC and ELC CLOSED  

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp
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August 2017 

ELC Family Night 

 
 

 
 
  

July 21, 2017 at the ELC 
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Hello Bellevue College ~  
Early Learning Center families, 
 
 

My name is Megan Russell and 
I am very excited to be joining 
the ELC Family.  
 
In 2008 I received my Bache-
lors of  Arts degree in Psychol-
ogy from Western Washington 
University. Since then I have 
been working with toddlers, in 
both the classroom setting as a 
teacher and one-on-one as a 
nanny.  
 
I am passionate about early childhood development, and 
take a mindful approach to the activities I plan in order 
to foster confidence and compassion along with the es-
sential building blocks of  development. It is important to 
me to build relationships with the families in my care so 
that we can be a team in your child’s development.  
 
In my free time, I enjoy knitting, card making, and spend-
ing time with my family and friends. I look forward to 
meeting you! 

Welcome New ELC Toddler Teacher 

August 2017 

Specialist for Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 
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Hello ELC Families:  
 
My name is Susannah Halliburton  

and I am very excited to be back at 

Bellevue College working for the 

Early Learning Center!  

 

I worked at Bellevue College years 

ago as the Instructor and 

Department Chair for Early 

Education.  

 

I also worked at Stanford University 

for 7 years, overseeing child care 

programs on campus.  

 

I have an MA in Education, 

specializing in Multicultural Early Education, and a K-8 teaching 

certificate.  

 

Years ago, I taught Kindergarten in Lynwood and have spent many 

years as preschool teacher and director.  I am also enrolled in a PhD 

program in Early Childhood Special Education in which I have already 

completed 12 units!  

 

In my free time, I like to go to farmers markets, spend time with my 

horse and travel locally with my partner and nine-year-old son, 

Hayden. I have a large extended family (1 foster baby, 2 grandsons 

and 3 adult sons) and a mini-farm in North Bend, including 3 dogs, 

chickens, turkeys, sheep, a mini-donkey and a Quarter Horse. 

I am excited to be working in such a high-quality program with a great 

reputation and look forward to getting to know everyone!  

Welcome New Assistant Director 

August 2017 
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Infant Room Adventures 
 

In our infant classroom we are filling the children's 
atmosphere with words!  

By providing our infants with words they begin to make 
connections and revel in responses/interactions…a 
wave hello or bye bye…lift fabric to their face for peek-
a-boo… shake their shaker to the song and point to 
pictures in a book.  

As Bobby plays, his 
teacher asks him 
questions and responds 

with answers providing words to describe actions and 
accomplishments. 

We are enjoying learning words through song/music, 
chants, books, rhymes and play! Next month we will be 
excited to learn some new words as we play with water.  

Teachers will use words to 
describe what water feels like and how it moves, as well as 
how the children play with it. Be on the look out for some 
photos. 

Pictured in this newsletter; Emma and Briley listen carefully 

to their teacher’s words as she sings to them and 

encourages them to shake their shaker along to the song. 

 

Giselle—giselle.torres@bellevuecollege.edu   *     Liliana—lmartell@bellevuecollege.edu,  

Lisa— lowens@bellevuecollege.edu                *     Mahboobeh—mnasroll@bellevuecollege.edu 

 

 
 
 
 

August 2017 

Infant 1 Teachers: Liliana, Lisa-Ann and Rachel * Infant 2 Teachers: Mahboobeh and Giselle  

What’s new in the Infant Rooms? 

Specialist for Infant Room and T1 Rooms: Linda Boyd 
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August 2017 

T1 Teachers: Brian, Yen-Chiu & Rachel 

What have the Young Toddlers been learning? 

Specialist for Infant Room and T1 Rooms: Linda Boyd 

Brian - bcooper@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Yen-Chiu - yong@bellevuecollege.edu 

The children have become more familiar with each other and 

the classroom routine over the last month. We’ve seen many 

instances of parallel play, where the children are interacting 

close together using same or similar materials.  

The children have enjoyed picking animals off the shelf and 

prompting teachers to sing “Old MacDonald” with that particular 

animal. It’s very common for them to clear the entire shelf to 

prompt singing about every animal toy in the classroom, from sheep to 

lions. 

They have engaged in stacking and sorting of 

items on their own and have been experimenting 

with wide strokes while participating in art activities 

involving markers and crayons.  

 

Books have always been popular, but 

now they have been gathering in small 

groups and looking at books on their own. 

We have enjoyed experiencing this 

growth and learning with you all.  

 

Teacher Yen-Chiu will be out for a while taking care of family. While she’s gone we will 

have teachers from the infant room, like Lisa Ann and Linda, to help us until Yen-Chiu 

returns.  
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For the month of July a few of our children are transitioning to 
Preschool and new children have transitioned to our classroom. 
One way we’ve helped our new children to settle down in their new 
classroom is by providing lots of fun art activities for our children to 

work on together.  
 
Our primary focus is on the social skills 
required to coexist in a large classroom, 
such as getting to know each other, and 
learning about our classroom routines 
together.  
 
A big event in our class was making Fruit Salad together. We are 
thankful for the families who provided the fruits! Our children 
practiced cutting some of the fruits with the plastic knives. They 
enjoyed tasting different fruits and learning the name of some 
fruits such as nectarine, mango and peach.  
 
For the month of August the 

children will have plenty of opportunities for water 
exploration outside and we’ll spend more time 
investigating the wonders of outdoors under the sun. 
We are going to continue providing lots of fun art 
activities and we are going to focus more on literacy.  
 
Our children are showing lots of interest in books 
and we are going to read to lots of different books 
with them. We will also observe the changes in the 
trees, plants and insects. 

August 2017 

What have the Toddlers been learning? 

T2  Room Teachers: Rita, Parisa and Naghmeh 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

Rita - rruffin@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Parisa - pmohamad@bellevuecollege.edu 
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August 2017 

What have the Toddlers been learning? 

T3  Room Teachers: Donna, Diane and Naghmeh 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

Donna - dflanner@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Diane—desparza@bellevuecollege.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children in T3 have been enjoying an emphasis on sensory experiences in the 

classroom involving: water play, sand play, playdough, and paint.  

At the water table, children have been able to scoop and 

pour water using various items such as measuring cups, 

funnels, etc. The addition of baby dolls and washcloths has 

given the water a new “use,” while the addition of soap to 

clean the babies, also gives the water a different look, feel, 

and scent.  

At the sand table, children have been observed moving the 

sand with small wooden construction vehicles, as well as 

making roads and other patterns in the sand. Measuring 

cups and funnels also located here offer the children an 

opportunity to compare how sand is manipulated with these items as opposed to how 

the water is manipulated in the water table.  

At the easel and during art activities, the children have been able to feel and compare 

the textures of various paints, and how the appearance of 

the paint coincides with its texture/feel. How does the 

“gloppy” paint feel compared to the “runny” paint, as well 

as other open-ended questions, help facilitate the child’s 

learning experiences.  

With the playdough that is kept out and available to the 

children all day long, they have an opportunity to roll, pat, 

cut, and punch the dough in a way that is not only 

sensory, but also helps in the development of small 

muscle/motor control and coordination.  

While all the sensory experiences of water play, sand play, 

playdough, and paint are always available to the children, an added emphasis on these 

classroom elements has afforded the children in T3 with yet another level of learning in 

the scaffolding process. 
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August 2017 

What have the Toddlers been learning? 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

T5 Room Teachers: Paula, Iryna and Khazal 

Paula - paula.bourgeois@bellevuecollege.edu   Irynairyna.antonyuk@bellevuecollege.edu 

 Reading books is a very important daily 

activity in our room. The toddlers have an 

opportunity to listen to the stories during 

group time, or pick out and read the books 

by themselves. Even outside they have a 

variety of activities and reading is among 

them. 

They like to 

reread the same books which is very beneficial for toddlers, 

repeatedly reading the same book to toddlers helps them 

learn new words.  

 

Almost everybody has their favorite books: Joy chooses 

books by colors( purple is her favorite), Natania likes “Baby 

Beluga,”  Serena’s favorite book is “ That’s not my Dragon” , 

and all of them like touchy-feely and hide-and-seek books.  
     

*We all know reading to our toddlers is a good thing—but are you 

familiar with the specific advantages your toddler can receive by being 

exposed to the merits of reading? Below are some benefits that 

highlight the importance of reading to your child  

A stronger relationship with you. As your child grows older, he will be on the move—playing, 
running, and constantly exploring his environment. Snuggling up with a book lets the two of you slow 
down and recaptures that sweet, cuddly time you enjoyed 
when he was a baby.  
Academic excellence. One of the primary benefits of 
reading to toddlers and preschoolers is a higher aptitude for 
learning in general. 
Basic speech skills. Throughout toddlerhood and 
preschool, your child is learning critical language and 
enunciation skills.  
The basics of how to read a book. Children are not born 
with an innate knowledge that text is read from left to right, or 
that the words on a page are separate from the images. 
Essential pre-reading skills like these are among the major 
benefits of early reading. 
*https://www.earlymoments.com/promoting-literacy-and-a-love
-of-reading/why-reading-to-children-is-important/  
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August 2017 

T6 Room Teachers:  Annie, Megan and Khazal 

What have the Toddlers been learning? 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

Recently, our children have learned a new song, “Apples 

& Bananas”. To expand our learning, we made a fruit 

salad using apples and bananas. Our children practiced 

cutting the fruits with plastic knives and mixed the fruit 

pieces into a fruit salad. We tasted the salad, and it was 

delicious!  

 

On a sunny, beautiful Friday, in the 

month of July, our children had a 

wonderful time eating a picnic lunch outside at the 

under covered area. We sat on a blanket while 

enjoying sandwiches, 

vegetables, and fruits.  

 

Whenever the weather is nice, 

we will practice walking holding the rope, to the 

preschool playground.“Walking! Walking! Walk! 

Walk! Walk!” You will hear this song while you pass 

our energetic group.  

 

As you might know, teacher Ali has transfered to 

preschool, beginning another new adventure. We will truly miss her! Our 

new teacher, Megan, will start working inT-6 on August 1
st
. If you see 

her around, please give her a warm welcome. 

 

 

Annie - ygu@bellevuecollege.edu *  Megan - megan.russell@bellevuecollege.edu 
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August 2017 

What have the Preschoolers been learning? 

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton 

P4 Room Teachers: Chisaki, Wendy and Margarita 

 

With all the gorgeous weather, our classroom 

has been exploring the outdoors and ways to 

do everyday things but trying them outside 

adds a new twist. We have played in the 

sprinkler, had a picnic, learned about the 

physical properties of water as it moves from a 

sprinkler and tried floating different items in the 

water table. 

 

 

Since we are welcoming new friends we have been working on ways to help 

each other in the classroom. Subjects range from how to enter into play with 

each other to solving problems when playing together with peers. These social/

emotional skills of working together and 

trying new solutions are ones they will carry 

through out their lifetime.  

 

Another important aspect is following 

classroom rules, routines and transitions so 

they know what is expected of them. 

Practice these skills at home so they can 

have success and share their new 

strategies with classmates. 

 

Getting out and moving your body is easier in the summer. We have been 

engaging in exercising and learning how to keep a healthy body. Let’s go 

families! Keep moving together! 
  

Wendy - wendy.cote@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Chisaki - cniiyama@bellevuecollege.edu 
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August 2017 

What have the Preschoolers been learning? 

P3 Room Teachers: Karen, Ali and Margarita 

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton 

Karen - kcarpent@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Ali - allison.beckvold@bellevuecollege.edu 

Summer Fun and Safety 

Hello P3 Families, 
 
Teacher Mala has moved on to P2 and several children have 
transitioned up with her. Teacher Ali has joined us from the 
toddler side. Many of you know her already. She looks forward 
to learning and growing with us. 
 
We are continuing our study of trash and recycling and will 
begin a study on balls next month. We will investigate what 
makes balls move, what balls can be made of and if all balls 
roll and bounce. 

 
We are taking full advantage of the great weather and spending as much time outdoors as 
possible. The children are exploring water play daily in the outdoor water table. Additionally, we 
use the sprinkler for more water play.  
 
On Fridays we have the option of eating our sandwich lunch outside on 
the grassy area. This is an exciting time for the children to try 
something familiar in a different setting.  
 
Our weekly field trips are a great opportunity to experience the many 
parts of our Bellevue College campus. We took a trip over to campus 
safety and got to speak with an officer, ask him questions and see his 
office and truck.  

Officer Eric told us about how his 
job is to keep BC students, teachers and families safe. This 
ties in with our second step curriculum which is a classroom 
tool teaching about emotions, safe and unsafe behaviors and 
problem solving.  
 
We will continue to work on these skills, if you’d like 
strategies to use at home please visit www.secondstep.org 
We practice daily the use of safe touches and encourage you 
to do so at home as well. Positive reinforcement is very 
important in correcting unsafe behaviors. 

http://www.secondstep.org/
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Special thanks 

to 

fire 

Hello PreK-2 Families! 

 

July has been a month filled with self-expression, and 

cognitive development!  

 

The children in our class have 
shown a great interest in creating 
AB and ABBABB patterns using a 
variety of different manipulatives 

within our classroom. 

 

PreK-2 students have also been using playdough 

on their own as a way to freely express 

themselves creatively, and to build their literacy 

skills by writing their names! 3D 

art, how cool!  

 

Another trend within our classroom has been 

exploring how to properly use a T-chart to 

document simple data. The children enjoy asking 

their friends to vote for which thing or item they 

prefer more. This is a fun way to encourage 

cognitive (mathematics) and language/ literacy 

skills at home as well!  

August 2017 

What have the Pre-K classes been learning? 

PreK-2 Teachers: Haley, Mala, and Darrell 

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton 

  Haley - Haley.clapp@bellevuecollege.edu *  mkrishna@bllevuecollege.edu 
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Special thanks 

to 

fire 

sta-

tion 

August 2017 

What have the PreK classes been learning? 

PreK-1 Teachers: Page & Darrell  

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton 

There have been many changes in our classroom. Children are transitioning 
up from preschool, friends are leaving for kindergarten, and children new to 
our school are joining us in PreK-1. All of these scenarios help to play into the 
need for our current lesson in our social emotional training, Second Step, 
Making New Friends. 
 
We are focusing our attention on the following concepts: playing together, 
trading and taking turns, and that 
they are fair and fun ways to play. 
Inviting others to play and asking to 
join in are ways to make new 
friends.  
 
Why does this matter? Children with 
friends are happier and more 
successful in school.  Reviewing 
friendship skills can help children 
integrate successfully into new 
social environments.  
 
How can you help at home? Talk 
with your child and ask them to THINK AHEAD to how they can join in or invite 
others to play. Model this by asking other family members or your child to join 
you in an activity.  
 
This coming month we will be focusing our attention on fostering friendship, 
making new friends and for those heading out to kindergarten, we will be 
talking about what to expect in kindergarten. Bathrooms, lunches, recess, 
riding the bus are all topics or stressors that come up during discussions when 
we talk about beginning kindergarten.  And not to forget the feelings we 
experience when we see our friends leave.  
 

Page - pknapp@bellevuecollege.edu   


