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Dates to Remember  
Dear ELC Families,  
 
Join us….Friday, November 3rd, for our Fall 
Family Night ~ Multicultural Pot Luck. All 
families are invited to bring their favorite dish to 
share with other families. You are welcome to 
stay longer or return to the ELC from 4:30-6:00 
pm, to spend time in your child’s classroom, 
without the rush of pickup times! Teachers 
have posted sign up sheets in your child’s 
classroom to get an idea of how many will be 
attending. They will also be providing activities 
for families to enjoy together. We encourage 
you to drop in to get to know your child’s 
friends, families and teachers and eat some 
yummy food from other cultures.  
Every way that each family is involved at the 
ELC makes the center a better place for your 
child and every child! You are invited to share 
your thoughts on future family events and on 
curriculum ideas too. Do you have a hobby, a 
talent, a collection, a family or cultural tradition, 
song book or game to share?  
 
On Nov. 6-8 a group of 26 teachers from Japan 
will be visiting the ELC and BC campus.  
This is an annual visit and the children always 
enjoy interacting with these experienced early 
childhood teachers who bring a different 
perspective and some lovely classroom books 
to share!  
 
 
 
     Lisa Miller 
     Director, ELC   
 

11/3/17 
Early closure   
4:15 pm  
Please be in the build-
ing by 4:00 to pick up 
your child  

 11/3/17  
Multicultural Pot Luck~ 

Family Night  
4:30-6:00pm 

In your child’s classroom  

   11/6-8  
Teachers from  

Japan  
Visit the ELC 

11/10/17  
ELC Closed 

11/23-24 
Thanksgiving 
ELC Closed 

11/1-11/17 
Preschool Conferences 
Sign-up in the front Office 
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In our infant classroom we are all about discovery…  

                                  Everything is so amazing to our little ones… 

                                                         They watch in wonder as the bubbles float! 

Can I reach one of those things so round …then they disappear as they hit the ground… 

                     Abe and Briley try and squeal… as they grab them it’s wet they feel! 

  

 

 

Infant 1 Teachers: Liliana, Linda and Rachel - Infant 2 Teachers: Mahboobeh and Giselle  

What's New in the Infant Room? 

Giselle - giselle.torres@bellevuecollege.edu * Mahboobeh - mnasroll@bellevuecollege.edu 

Lilliana - lmartell@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Infant and T1 Rooms: Linda Boyd 

Walter, mastering a new skill! 

Briley and Sophia practice their new skill… 
pulling to a stand everywhere.  



3 

                                

              November 2017 

What Have the Young Toddlers Been Learning? 

T1 Teachers: Brian & Lisa Ann  

Brian - bcooper@bellevuecollege.edu * Lisa Ann - lowens@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Infant Room and T1 Rooms: Linda Boyd 

We have observed the children becoming more 
interested in and seeking out group activities during the 
last month with many examples of both parallel play and 
the beginnings of cooperative play.  
 
Parallel play is where children interact with the same 
materials in the same area, but work independently from 
each other while showing some interest in what the other 
is doing.  
 
Cooperative play, in this instance, is where the children 
play together with a common goal. Some of that can be 
seen during our music and movement activities where 
dancing is involved. The children have been seeking out 
hands to hold while the music plays.  
 
 

 
 
  While some children prefer dancing 
 with  teachers, more of the children 
 have been  looking to their peers as 
 dancing partners.  
 
 We’re still working on communicating 
 when we’re ready to stop dancing.  
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What have the T2 Toddlers been learning? 

T2  Room Teachers: Rita, Parisa and Darrell 

In the month of October, our children enjoyed playing in the 
Block Area and they were also showing lots of interest at 
story time. We added lots of new musical instruments to our 
music center and they all had fun playing with different ones 
and making up tunes.  
 
For the month of November, we are going to provide a varie-
ty of pumpkins in our classroom for the children to observe 
and later on we are going open up pumpkins for children to 
see what is inside. Our plan is to dry the seeds and plant 
them in our garden so the children will learn how a seed 
grows by observing the process. We will also make pumpkin 
bread or pancakes together.  
 
We believe the  children learn a lot when they participate in 
cooking activities. They develop physical skills by scooping 
and mixing ingredients together and that engages their small 
muscle control and eye hand coordination. Their vocabulary 
also expands as they hear comparative words in discussing 
recipes.  They practice math as they measure items for the 
recipe. They are also exploring science concepts while ob-
serving how the ingredients are 
changing from liquid to solid. 

Rita - rruffin@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Parisa –pmohamad @bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 
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What have the T3 Toddlers been learning? 

T3  Room Teachers: Donna, Diane and Darrell 

The children in T3 have certainly been relishing 
painting at the easel, a rewarding process art 
experience. Learning to hold the paintbrush and 
painting it across the paper in the direction you 
want it to go is, in itself, a lot of work! Think of all 
the pre-writing skills they are learning just by 
holding the brush!  
 
They are strengthening  their finger muscles for the 
development of a pincer grasp for writing and 
drawing later on.  Also, dipping the brush into the 
paint cups requires using fine motor skills and hand
-eye coordination.  
 
Painting at the easel is a uniquely satisfying 
experience to a child. He or she can plan his or her 
own painting, from start to finish without any 
interfering from adult guidelines. The only thing they 
need to remember, is to paint only on paper! 
 
By using the easel, you have created a space 
where the child can be creatively independent. 
Although we encourage  the children to wear a 
smock while painting we do not force them to, we 
do not want to discourage the creative process. We 
also allow them to mix the paints and try out 
different brushes. 
 
 
 
 

Want to try some painting at 
home? Recycle your corks 
and have the children dip 
them in paint like dot mark-
ers. Or use clothespins and 
cotton balls to create interest-
ing shapes. Use Q-tips as 
brushes and add water to 
tempera paint for an easier 
cleanup! 

   Donna - dflanner@bellevuecollege.edu  * Diane—desparza@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 
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What have the T5 Toddlers Been Learning? 

Literacy learning begins at birth. During the early childhood years, children engage in emer-
gent reading and writing behaviors that form the foundation for conventional literacy.   The 
early years are critical for literacy development and writing is an important aspect of emer-
gent literacy. 
 
Writing begins with making a mark or scribbling. It looks like random assortment of marks 
on children’s paper. Sometimes the marks are large, circular, and random, and resemble 
drawing. Sometimes they are small and jagged imitating letters or designs they see on the 
walls around them.  

 

The children are ex-
perimenting and mak-
ing different types of 
marks using varies 
writing tools and 
drawing materials. 

Our toddlers have a lot of opportunity to develop the stages of writing. And they do love 
to use markers to try “to write”. Although the marks do not necessarily resemble print 
yet, they are significant because our toddlers use them to show ideas. 

Iryna - iryna.antonyuk@bellevuecollege.edu  *Paula- paula.bourgeois@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp  

T5  Room Teachers: Iryna, Paula and Khazal 
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What have the T6 Toddlers been learning? 

T6 Room Teachers:  Annie, Megan and Khazal 

 

For the month of October, we have been focused on creative expression by trying various art 
activities. We finger-painted, we used paint dobbers, we painted with Q-tips, we also colored 
with crayons, pencils and chalk.  
 
When we do art activities we are strengthening our fine motor skills by holding onto a utensil 
and moving it around our paper. Strengthening our fine motor skills will help later with learning 
to hold a pencil to write. Art also teaches cause and effect. What is going to happen when I 
push my crayon harder? When we mix two colors together do we create a new color?  
 
We have been doing lots of art in large groups so we can talk together about how things feel 
with our hands, what we notice about the colors, and what we are making. Next month we will 
continue to explore art through more independent projects as well as exploring senses and 
colors.    

Annie - ygu@bellevuecollege.edu  * Megan - megan.russell@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 
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What have the P4 Preschoolers been learning? 

P4 Room Teachers: Nikki, Wendy and Naghmeh 

We have spent this past month learning about the  
workings of our classroom, and how each child’s 
unique role  and job is important to the classroom.  
We have discussed the reason for limits and rules and 
the consequences of behaviors. This helps children 
know why these are important in our classroom com-
munity.  
 
The children and teachers enjoyed the hay ride. We 
want to thank all the parents that helped us on this ex-
citing day.  
 
  

 
 
 

 

The children hugged and high-fived the grounds 
crew, then asked to be in a picture with them! 

Family hayride fun 

Wendy - wendy.cote@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Nikki- nikki.holt@bellevuecollege.edu 

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton 

 

We are exploring the joys of fall as we went on 
a leaf hunt  and then graphed our findings on 
the colors of leaves. We are currently using all 
of our senses to explore our pumpkin. Look out 
for exciting pictures of us busily discovering the 
pumpkin.  
 
You will see us using more STREAM (Science, 
Technology, Reading, Engineering, Art and 
Mathematics) in our classroom activities as we 
explore these new and exciting areas.  
 
Thank you to all the families that contributed 
multicultural items to our classroom, it’s not too 
late to bring something in for us to display.  

Save the date: Friday November 3, 2017 for 
our Multicultural Family Potluck. Bring a dish to 
share and spend time with other families in our 
class as well as the teachers. 
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What have the P3 Preschoolers been learning? 

P3 Room Teachers: Karen, Ali and Naghmeh 

The school year is in full swing in Preschool 3. The children 
have settled in to the routines of the classroom for the most 
part. Please continue having your child check themselves in 
with their rock each morning as this is building an important 
skill of letter recognition.  

As the chilly fall and winter days are among us please be sure 
that your child has appropriate outerwear in their cubby as we 
will continue to go outside twice daily. Also, with rainy days the 
children have been getting very wet outside. Please check 
each day that they have 1-2 full changes of extra clothes in 
their box. If you have taken home BC extra clothes please re-
turn them after being washed. We are all out of pants- if you 
have any that you no longer need we would love your donation. 

Please be sure you are still signing your child in on the at-
tendance sheet each morning as well.  

Speaking of Fall- we had an amazing hay ride 
put on by the BC Grounds Crew. This event 
wouldn’t have been possible without so many 
amazing family volunteers. THANK YOU! 

The children were engaged in the project 
based curriculum of “Beginning of the Year.” 
We learned about our routines, school, build-
ing, friendships, names and self-identity 
through portraits. All families participated in 
sending in photos and the children LOVE see-
ing their family photos displayed. We have now 
started the study of clothes which includes in-
vestigations of features of clothing, taking care of clothes, making clothes, where we get 
clothes, work and other special event clothing. 

Thank you for your support in all we do! 
       
 
Karen - kcarpent@bellevuecollege.edu   * Ali - allison.beckvold@bellevuecollege.edu 

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton 
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What have the Pre-K classes been learning? 

PreK‐2 Teachers: Mala, Margarita and Ghousia  

Hello P2 Families! 

Fall is always a beautiful time around our 
center. In October, the children in P2 have been 
exploring the colorful leaves in the dry sensory 
tub, doing crayon rubbings with them and using 
them in various paint activities. In these ways, 
science, art and sensory are combined in 
integrated learning and exploration. 

 
In the Math Center. we 
provided bugs, since 
the children have been 
fascinated with insects 
and looking for bugs 
outside.   
 
We have had many conversations around how 
insects prepare for the coming cold weather.  This 
has prompted us to research information about bugs 
in books as well as on our IPad.   

For literacy and cooking (science, math and sensory), we read the book “Rice is Nice” 
and explored the textures of different types of rice. All the children in the classroom felt 
the raw brown and white rice.  Blakely stated, “I like the smell of brown rice.”  Then, we 
washed the rice and cooked it together.  The children tried eating it with chopsticks.  They 
were very excited to use them and ‘Yuko’ our student made Japanese rice balls and 
demonstrated to the children how they are made.  Andy commented, “I like the cooked 
white rice Mala, but did not like the brown rice.”  Rosie and Jasmine agreed, “I love brown 
rice.” In our classroom we are trying different types of foods to see if we like them or not. 

Mala  -  mkrishna@bllevuecollege.edu 

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton  
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What have the Pre-K classes been learning? 

PreK‐1 Teachers: Page, Brianne and Margarita  

They were learning about length: how long something is, 
height: how tall the blocks and structure are. They 
attached toy bugs and small blocks and other materials to 
build a solid building. 

Page - pknapp@bellevuecollege.edu  * Brianne.Miles@bellevuecollege.edu 

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton 

Adding more literacy to the classroom has come in the form of 
a sign-in sheets for the children.  As they sign their name on 
the daily sheet they are practicing writing and small motor con-
trol, letter recognition and spelling, acknowledging they were in 
school. Please encourage your child to sign in as you do the 
same each morning. It will be fun to compare their handwriting 
over the months. 

 

We read the book "Rice Is Nice."  
Learning about all the different types of rice, where it is 
grown and how different cultures around the world enjoy this yum-
my food.  Later we explored both uncooked and cooked rice and 
tried eating it with chop sticks.  
 
As the weather begins to change we encourage you to check your 
child's supply of extra clothing in case they need to change during 
the day.  

BUSY is the way you can describe PreK-1 this past 
month!  
The children have experimented when building by using 
tape. Little did they know how much they were learning 
as they were engaged.  

With a simple role of 
tape the children learned 
so much as they added 
it to their block building, 
inside the classroom and 
outside!  


