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Early Learning Center 
    Where Families Connect to Learn, Grow and Play! 

 Contact us at: www.bellevuecollege.edu/childcare   425-564-2240  

 Bellevue College reaffirms its policy of equal opportunity regardless of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital 

status, disability or status as a disable veteran or Vietnam era veteran.  Please visit www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp 

Dear ELC Families, 

As the days grow shorter (and wetter!) all of us 

are spending more time indoors. In this newslet-

ter we highlight how we use that indoor time to 

share early literacy activities—and how you do 

too! 

From our children’s first rocking chair lullabies, to 

the invented chant as we walk up the stairs, to 

the many repetitions of their favorite stories and 

our encouragement of listening to the telling and 

retelling  of those stories— all the  many ways we 

play with language are what leads our chil-

dren to becoming confident communicators and 

eager readers and writers. 

In this newsletter, teachers share just a few of the 

many classroom language and literacy activities 

that were used in the past month at the ELC. Also 

inside is a few prompts from Mem Fox to share 

books with your child at home in ways that can 

make a powerful difference, at home and school. 

“What is special to ______?” Fall Family Pro-

ject  is one way you can help your children write 

and read their own stories and the stories of other 

children. And the  Ages and Stages Question-

naires and the DECA are also important ways 

you help us understand the story of where your 

child is in their language and whole child develop-

ment.  

In the coming months we will be asking for your 

contributions that reflects your child’s unique 

strengths and interests, and includes what is im-

portant to you as a family. This month we will 

start with language and books. Your stories will 

always be the most important to your child. 

Please share them with us! 

Warmly, 

Kelly 

Dates to Remember 

November 2015 

11/11/15 

Veterans Day 
ELC CLOSED

11/26/15, 

11/27/15 

Thanksgiving 
ELC CLOSED

11/2/15-

11/5/15 

Teachers 

from Japan 

visit  the ELC
Welcome 

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp
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It is a pleasure to welcome Iryna Antonyuk, who joined 
our staff on October 22 and is working with Mala, co-
teaching in P1. I asked her to write an introduction to 
add to our intros from last month: 
 
My name is Iryna Antonyuk. It is an honor and a privi-
lege for me to introduce myself as the new teacher 
joining such a wonderful team of professionals. I am 
from Ukraine, a wonderful country with a rich culture 
and interesting traditions. I have Master's degree in 
foreign language education. Working with children of 
different age groups for the past 12 years has been a 
wonderful experience. I believe that every child can 
succeed when matched with a wonderful teacher as it 
happened in my childhood, and is what influenced my 
decision of choosing my future profession, a field I am 
enjoying every single day. My philosophy on working 
with young children is they learn from play, which 
gives them an opportunity to enhance their skills and 
knowledge. My family and I enjoy travelling and camp-
ing. I like to cook, especially new dishes from world's 
cuisine. 
   

Jackey 
T6 Co-Lead Teacher 

Welcome  Прошу  ようこそ 

Iryna Antonyuk 

P1 Co-Lead Teacher 

You may have wondered about the colorful ban-

ners which that appeared in the lobby this week.  

 

They were hung to welcome a group of 22 

teachers from Japan visiting the ELC and BC 

campus for 11/2/15-11/4/15.  

 

This is an annual visit, and the children always 

enjoy interacting with these experienced early 

childhood teachers  who bring a different per-

spective, and some lovely classroom books, to 

share! 

 

Over the year we welcome many people into the Early Learning Center community—children, 
families, staff and students. The richness of the languages represented within those groups is 
just one of the many ways the diversity of our community is a strength.  We want to build on this 
strength! 
 
Can  you help us identify how many languages we speak? To start, over the next month 
you will see an invitation to share how you say “Welcome” in your family.  We will also be 
looking for stories and music from a wide variety of traditions to add to  our library. 
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On Thursday, October 22 families were invited to stay a little longer, or to return 

to the ELC from 5:30-6:45 pm, to spend time in the classrooms, without the rush 

of pickup and drop off times! Teachers had prepared snacks and activities for 

families to enjoy together. Families dropped in to get to know their child’s friends, 

families and teachers and had an opportunity to ask questions about or complete 

the “What is Special about_____?” poster, and the Ages and Stages Questionnaire 

(ASQ).  

 

Every way that each family is involved at the ELC makes the center a better place 

for your child and every child! You are invited to share your thoughts on future 

family events—and on curriculum ideas too. Do you have a hobby, a talent, a col-

lection, a family or cultural tradition , song book or game to share?  

 

The ELC is meant to be a place for FAMILIES! Let us know what that could mean 

to you! 

 

Casey’s mom Caitlyn says” “It was nice to take some time for Casey to show  
Ratna and I his class and to meet some of his new friends.”  

Thanks  for coming to the 

ELC Fall Family Night! 

November 2015  
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 In October, children in the Infant room enjoyed several 
versions of Old Mac Donald Had a Farm . We read the 
book, sang the song, and added various farm animal 
puppets to the environment.   
 
With many repetitions the children communicate their in-
terest and interact with the story in different ways. One 
child brought a puppet to me while making a rocking/
dancing movement  - his way of “asking” for the Old Mac-
Donald song. When I started to sing, another child 
crawled to the book area and brought the book with an-
other puppet, and a third child who was laying down on 
the floor close to us said “Moo, moo” when I said “and on 
this farm he had a cow” ..as I presented the cow puppet!  
 
For many children, their first words are animal sounds. 
While their receptive language is usually far broader the 
simpler consonants give them an opportunity to show 
they understand how to label an object. Adding the 
rhythm and joy of music makes a book like Old Macdon-
ald  a sure way to build their expressive language. 
 
In T1 the children have shown great interest in the book 
The Seals On The Bus by Lenny Hort. In a new take 
on the classic The Wheels on the Bus, seven kinds of an-
imals (who happen to make great sounds) are boarding 
the bus and going all through the town. The children 
know all of the animal sounds and love to practice saying 
them. Seals, monkeys, geese—but best of all a TIGER 
driver! 
 
The children in T1 have an ongoing interest in buses in 
general, often hearing them on the street outside before 
teachers even notice and running to the window. We are 
looking for some metro bus posters, and have already  
added the big toy buses and matching animals to the 
classroom so the children can retell the story song,  put-
ting the animals on their bus. We hope you will make 
your own versions of this song as you drive home! 

It is never too early to start reading 

to your child! 

Language and Literacy  
Activities in the Infant Room and T1 Room 
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 The children in T3 are loving the book: The 
Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle. The book is 
about a spider working very hard to build a web 
while other animals are trying to interrupt her 
work.  We chose this book because many of the 
children have been connecting with spiders  - 
and interruptions! - in their daily life.  In our 
classroom, more and more children are able to 
call the names of the animals in the book. To 
build on the children’s interests, we set up a sto-
ry table with a handmade spider web, pictures 
of the spiders, and toy spiders and other ani-
mals that are included in the book. We also 
have been looking for spiders and spider webs 
when we are outside.  Do your children talk 
about spiders at home?   

Brian  
T1 Co-Lead Teacher 

 

 At the beginning of the month our 

children in T2 the big event was the demoli-

tion of the house next door to the center. 

We walked to the area to see the big loud 

work of the excavator. Afterwards we got 

many books about construction trucks from 

the library, but the favorite by far was the 

CD book, I’m Dirty,  by Kate and Jim 

McMullan. In the story Dirty, a backhoe 

loader, has loud happy fun cleaning up a 

muddy lot full of junk. Now at clean up time 

in our classroom we remember the story—

“Let’s clean up like Dirty!” Children also say 

“I am strong like Dirty!” This book has great 

sounds to copy and big items to count as 

we read together.  We added some con-

struction trucks to the sensory table, and 

the children were thrilled when they found a 

truck that looked like Dirty. We invite you to 

stop in our classroom, meet Dirty and read 

this story with your child at the beginning or 

end of the day. 

Language and Literacy  
Activities in the Toddler Rooms 
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One of the books that we have been reading 

and enjoying in T6 is the book We’re Going on 

a Leaf Hunt by Steve Metzger. The story of the 

book is the same as the story and activity of 

We’re Goin’ on a Bear Hunt, but is told about 

children looking for fall leaves rather than a 

bear. One of the reasons the book is so popu-

lar is because of its similarities to the bear hunt 

book, a story and activity the children in T6 and 

other rooms know and love already. We have 

been able to go on a number of leaf hunts for 

ourselves, on both our own playground and the 

preschool playground. Extending the children’s 

interest in the book, all of our collected leaves 

so far have been placed in our dry sensory ta-

ble, along with toy rakes and magnifying glass-

es. In November, we will be using our collected 

leaves in art and science activities, as well as 

adding books about fall leaves and fall in gen-

eral to our book center. Parents could assist 

and contribute by having their own leaf hunt 

with their child at home, the park, on the way 

from the center parking lot to the building, etc., 

and bringing them to the room, providing us 

with a bigger variety of leaves. 

Hippos are a BIG hit in T5! The children are 
asking over and over for the book Hippo 
Stays Awake. In the story, a hippo is trying 
to take a nap, and every time she settles 
down someone - elephant, frog, crocodile, 
monkeys and parrots - comes along and 
makes too much noise! The children antici-
pate and love making the sounds, especially 
the hippo's wide open pop out mouth at last 
yelling "QUIET!"  The children find a special 
comfort and joy in this story. If a child is sad 
and we ask what we can do to help them 
feel better, they will ask for this particular 
book.  Perhaps it is for the opportunity to 
safely explore a powerful way to assert your 
wishes for comfort or space – or maybe it is 
just fun to make all the sounds! We are 
planning on extending the interest of the 
book by adding some jungle animals in the 
block area, to see what stories they might 
make between the animals. If you go to the 
zoo and happen to see the hippos - will you 
take a picture to share with us?  
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 Eric Carle's book The Grouchy Ladybug has 
been a favorite that the children have requested 
over and over in the P-3 Classroom.  The book 
goes hand and hand with our Second Step pro-
gram about recognizing our emotions and prob-
lem solving with our friends.   
 
We were surprised that this group of children also 
noticed and were especially curious about the 
clock on each page. Together we will be creating 
a story table with all the characters from the book 
to encourage the children to play with their under-
standing of the story, the feelings and the prob-
lems to solve. It would be great to add a clock – 
do you have an old one we could use?  

A current favorite book for the children in P4  is The Very Quiet Cricket by Eric Carle. We use this book to meet 

our group goal which is developing the ability to focus attention. The children have been fascinated by the beau-

tiful colors of pictures and sounds of cricket! The children practice using their eyes, ears, and brain to focus their 

attention on the story during circle time. Because we have read this book several times and always have it avail-

able in our book area, they anticipate and are able to pay full attention through the story, motivated and quiet to 

listen to the magical (recorded) sound of crickets on the final page. To work towards this same goal, we also en-

joy another favorite Eric Carle book, The Very Lonely Firefly  .This book includes the flashing lights in the end of 

the story where the  firefly at last finds more friends after looking for them throughout the book. 

 

The ability to focus attention affects all of their learning in the classroom. Paying attention to peers during play 

situations helps children to get along with others. Please look for the Literacy Table in our classroom where we 

will have these two books and the props to retell the events. As always, you are welcome to come to our class-

room library and read the books and have fun with your child. We have been taking photos of families reading 

together. Please stop by so we can take a photo of you and your child!  

Language and Literacy  
Activities in Preschool Rooms 

The P3/P4 Classroom has been especially interested 

in Eric Carle books and bugs! To extend their interest 

Karen Virta will be visiting the classrooms with her 

aquarium of stickbugs. Children develop scientific 

curiosity and vocabulary , as well as practicing gentle 

touches. 
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Children in PreK have many favorite books, and are expanding their vocabulary as well as ex-

ploring new concepts through the books that are chosen by teachers for the classroom and also 

those that the children  select for themselves on the monthly visit from the King County Library 

BookMobile. Reading these books together is an important and fun part of the ELC curriculum. 

 

While some children may be ready to begin earlier, it is in this year that the children are espe-

cially motivated to tell their own stories. Sometimes it is in the form of extended pretend play, 

where they also explore themes that are part of their social emotional development at this age; 

Power and Identity, Fantasy and Reality are two important sets of concepts that often show up. 

These stories have dialogue, drama and are also often repeated multiple times, just like their fa-

vorite books.  

 

In addition, they also want to communicate their ideas, memories and opinions on paper. The 

interest and ability to draw representative figures and letter shapes emerges. 

In the pre-kindergarten classrooms children recently received their own writing journals.  This 

has prompted a lot of excitement about writing.  Because children are at varying stages of their 

fine motor and language development, the journals provide a way for teachers to individualize 

instruction.   

At 4 and 5 years old, children are learning to properly grasp their writing tools, to form letter like 

symbols, to write letter strings and/or write words.  In the beginning teachers are first helping 

children learn to write their own names.  Next children usually want to learn the names of family 

members and friends.  Following dots, hand over hand and copying examples of words are all 

strategies used in the prekindergarten classrooms for developing children’s writing skills. 

Language and Literacy  
Activities in PreK Rooms 
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Leila and Ada build test   

Rocket Ship Model #1. 

 

Families Reading Together: Advice from Mem Fox 

Research and common sense supports that  time spent reading together is the best 

way to set a path to your child becoming a successful reader. At the same time, read-

ing together strengthens your relationship with your child, as you learn about their 

interests and perceptions, and  share your family values and cultural traditions. If you 

speak language(s) other than English at home, make sure to read stories in those lan-

guages! 

 

Mem Fox, author of over 40 well-loved children’s books, includes these suggestions in 

her popular book for adults Reading Magic: Why Reading Aloud to Our Children Will 

Change Their Lives Forever.  

 
1) Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes every single day reading aloud. From birth! 

2) Read at least three stories a day; it may be the same story three times. Children need 
to hear a thousand stories before they can begin to learn to read. Or the same story a 
thousand times! 

3) Read aloud with animation. Listen to your own voice and don’t be dull, or flat, or bor-
ing. Hang loose and be loud, have fun and laugh a lot. 

4) Read with joy and enjoyment: real enjoyment for yourself and great joy for the listen-
ers 

5) Read the stories that your child loves, over and over, and over again, and always read 
in the same ‘tune’ for each book: i.e. with the same intonations and volume and speed, 
on each page, each time. 

6) Let children hear lots of language by talking to them constantly about the pictures, or 
anything else connected to the book; or sing any old song that you can remember; or 
say nursery rhymes in a bouncy way; or be noisy together doing clapping games 

7) Look for rhyme, rhythm or repetition in books for young children, and make sure the 
books are really short. 

8) Play games with the things that you and the child can see on the page, such as letting 
kids finish rhymes, and finding the letters that start the child’s name and yours, re-
membering that it’s never work, it’s always a fabulous game. 

9) Never ever teach reading, or get tense around books. 
10) Please read aloud every day because you just adore being with your child, not be-
cause it’s the right thing to do. 




