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Dates to Remember 
 

Dear ELC Families,  
 

Whether you are a new or returning family this Fall Quarter, 

there are a lot of people to get to know at the Early Learning 

Center! We know the best learning environments for children 

are built on relationships, so to help us get to know each 

other we are asking families to complete a “What is special to 

______?” Fall Family Project that will be posted in your 
child’s classroom so that children and families can begin to 

know each other. Need a family photo? Ask us!  

  

ELC Multicultural Pot Luck ~ Family Night will be held 

Friday, Nov. 3, 2017 from 4:30-6:00 PM. This is an 
opportunity to spend some relaxed time in your child’s 

classroom to get to know your child’s classrooms, teachers 

and friends! I look forward to getting to know you and your 

children in these ways and more over the quarters ahead!  

 

At the Early Learning Center we hope that you will be able to 

connect with your child about their learning experiences. For 

this reason we ask that you refrain from using your cell phone 

beyond the office area, although even in the office, cell phone 

talk can be a distraction.  

 

While never ideal, it can happen that we have to close the 

center due to emergencies such as a power outage or 

inclement weather. Our top priority is the safety and comfort 

of your children and a lack of power limits our ability to 

provide those things. Plus, whenever the college closes we 

have to close as well. While emergency closures don’t 

happen often we have looked at our procedures to make sure 

they are current and understood by staff. You can help by 

keeping your contact information and emergency pickup lists 

up to date!  

 

 

 

     Lisa Miller 

     Director, ELC   
 

10/6/17 

Early closure   

4:15 pm  

Please be in the 

building by 4:00 to 

pick up your child  

11/3/17  

Multicultural 

Pot Luck~ 

Family Night  

4:30-6:00pm  

 

10/20/17 

Preschool~ 

On campus Hay 

Rides from 

9:00-11:30am 

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic.wixstatic.com%2Fmedia%2Fb67c4f_faa339ef413a47469d93c707fa91482a~mv2.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vbcbaseball.com%2Fsingle-post%2F2017%2F04%2F03%2FOpening-Day-in-the-Books&docid=PPL_cn2_bMPT_M&t
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We have been very busy with transitions in our infant  

room: with new children coming in, older children  

transitioning up and moving back into our regular 

classroom. We have now settled back in and are continuing 

to freshen the environment. Also we have had several  

children move to our T-1 classroom as they have turned  

one years old! And, we have welcomed many new babies  

to our classroom! 

Just in time for the change of weather and the transition  

from summer to fall, we have been able to explore our new 

outside area. The children felt the breeze, touched the  

grass and explored the damp ground. Our BC grounds  

crew has done a wonderful job building us this new area.  

With the gate coming soon we are excited to explore the  

outdoors and experience the change of weather hands on! 

 

Felix crawls to the 

edge of the blanket 

and gently feels the 

new grass. 

Madeline finds a  

blade of grass!  

Abe crawls on the grass to 

investigate.  

Infant 1 Teachers: Liliana, Linda and Rachel - Infant 2 Teachers: Mahboobeh and Giselle  

What's New in the Infant Room? 

Giselle - giselle.torres@bellevuecollege.edu - Mahboobeh - mnasroll@bellevuecollege.edu 

Lilliana - lmartell@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Infant and T1 Rooms: Linda Boyd 
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What Have the Young Toddlers Been Learning? 

T1 Teachers: Brian & Lisa Ann  

September has been very busy with getting to know  

all our new children and families! We’re so excited to 

have you all with us.  

The majority of the children have had some time  to  

adjust a little to the new group dynamic and the daily 

routine we have at in T1. Our room has gone through  

a few more changes and the windows are now  

accessible to the children for looking out onto both the 

playground and the parking lot.  

They’ve been watching the older groups outside as 

they use the playground and love waving to the  

children that used to be in our class.  

We have been exploring the 

sensory world with bubble 

play - always a  

favorite activity. We have  

also been experimenting 

with how sand feels in our 

hands and how it falls in 

pieces when we scoop it. 

We look forward to  

getting to know you and 

your children more as we 

venture into autumn. 

Brian - bcooper@bellevuecollege.edu - Lisa Ann - lowens@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Infant Room and T1 Rooms: Linda Boyd 
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What have the T2 Toddlers been learning? 

T2  Room Teachers: Rita, Parisa and Darrell 

In the month of September, we focused on transitioning the 

children in and out of our classroom. We got to know our  

new families and new children.  

Our children have started to spend more time in many of the 

interest centers that we have. They are taking more time to 

explore in depth. They spent a lot of time playing in the block 

area, housekeeping area and the wet and dry sensory tubs 

this month. 

We enjoyed reading lots of new books. We made playdough 

together and the children chose the color. They showed so 

much interest participating so we will be doing a cooking  

activity in the month of October.  

We will be making pancakes together.  By participating in 

cooking activities children learn how food is prepared and 

how it contributes to their health and well-being. The children 

also develop social and emotional skills by working together 

and taking turns with adding ingredients.   Also, mixing the 

batter, pouring, and measuring help develop children’s small 

muscle control and eye hand coordination. Their vocabulary 

expands as they hear descriptive words as they measure 

items for a recipe. 

Rita - @bellevuecollege.edu  -  Parisa - @bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 
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What have the T3 Toddlers been learning? 

T3  Room Teachers: Donna, Diane and Darrell 

Magna-tile Mania has hit T3! 

Children have been observed building and creating various 

structures with these stupendously popular manipulatives 

throughout the day! A day hardly goes by without the  

children gathered at the table to play with them. Rocket 

ships, walls, and homes for the small dinosaurs are  

reoccurring structure themes, as children experience and 

learn various skills, such as; trial and error, cause and  

effect, recognition of shapes and colors, eye-hand  

coordination, visual discrimination, matching, and pattern 

recognition.  

 

Socially, the children have learned to work together as a 

group, experiencing the concept of team work, taking turns, 

and sharing various Magnatile shapes as they build  

structures together.  

When playing with Magna-tiles or other manipulatives  

at home, parents can enhance their child’s creative  

experience by asking questions that encourage  

children to think of different ways to use the materials; 

giving assistance when their child requests it; helping 

children cleanup and organize the materials when they 

are finished using them; and replacing materials that  

are broken or unsafe.   

   Donna - dflanner@bellevuecollege.edu  - Diane—desparza@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 
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What have the T5 Toddlers Been Learning? 

Art Expression 

 

We have been having a fun time exploring with different art materials. In this sensory and 

creative experience, we used Q-tips and bio color paints.  While exploring with these  

materials we were able to talk about the different textures of paints we were using. Some  

of the paints were smooth and some were sticky. The children compared the differences  

by touching with their fingers and exploring how they move on paper. This developed  

some great conversation between teacher and child while exploring. Some of the  

vocabulary used by the children were: “Sticky,” “More please,” and “I like soft”. We will  

continue to explore in this area, as the children are very interested. 

The children are 

experimenting with 

"sticky" and  

"smooth" textures 

The importance of exposing toddlers to art early in life is often undervalued. However, 

giving young children an appreciation for art encourages exploration, self-expression, 

logical thinking, self-esteem, imagination, and creativity. Early art experiences also teach 

kids to think openly, create new meaning, be more tolerant of others’ differences, and 

gives them the courage to take risks. 

A few creative materials that can be used at home with toddlers for extended art expres-

sion are: washable paints, markers, playdough and construction paper.  

Iryna - iryna.antonyuk@bellevuecollege.edu  -  Paula paula.bourgeois@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp  

T5  Room Teachers: Iryna, Paula and Khazal 
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What have the T6 Toddlers been learning? 

T6 Room Teachers:  Annie, Megan and Khazal 

In the month of September, we welcomed new families to the classroom and have been  

working on getting to know each other.  We highly encouraged all our children and their  

families to participate in our family project “My family is special to me”. We are waiting for 

many exciting family posters to come back soon.   

 

Recently our children had fun with big cardboard boxes. We colored with markers on a big 

box and enjoyed exploring in this huge box. Abhiram said, “Everybody sit in box”.  

 

We have also been practicing our routine, such as: sitting and waiting for turns to wash our 

hands, pouring own milk in a cup, eating with a spoon etc. In the upcoming month of  

October, we will continue working on our self –help skills.  Also, we hope to focus on many 

sensory experiences to discover wet/dry soft/hard smooth/sticky hot/cold…etc…We will  

also discover the weather changing…leaves falling and air getting cooler. We will bring in 

pinecones and leaves and talk about where they came from. 

Annie - ygu@bellevuecollege.edu   Megan - megan.russell@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 
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What have the P4 Preschoolers been learning? 

P4 Room Teachers: Nikki, Wendy and Naghmeh 

In September, we finished the Ball Study. We made a 

class ball out of Paper Mache and the classroom voted 

to turn it into a bumble bee. Our classroom also experi-

enced a change last month. Chisaki left to work for the 

Bellevue School District in Special Education. We wel-

comed Teacher Nikki to our classroom and our new As-

sistant Teacher, Naghmeh.  

 

We are still in need of multicultural items to enrich our 

room. If you have anything to share, please bring it in. 

We are also asking families to bring family photos to put 

up in our classroom so the children can show their peers 

as we learn about families. If you need us to take a photo 

of your family please let us know and we will arrange to 

take it and print one out for you. Or you can email us a 

photo. 

 

Now, we are working on the Beginning of the Year 

Study where the children learn about  

classroom routines, making new friends and  

listening. We are also teaching the children to 

learn to take care of their own physical needs as 

much as possible. We are encouraging families to 

practice proper hand washing as the cold and flu 

season is approaching. Check out are germ  

experiment board posted in our classroom.  Since 

our seasons are changing please check your 

child’s clothing box to make sure it aligns with the 

changes in weather. 
For our Germ Experiment, the children 

passed around pieces of bread before 

and after washing their hands. We are 

curious to see what happens to the 

bread over the next couple of weeks! 

Working on the beginning 

stages of our paper bumble 

Wendy - wendy.cote@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Nikki- nikki.holt@bellevuecollege.edu 

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton 
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What have the P3 Preschoolers been learning? 

P3 Room Teachers: Karen, Ali and Naghmeh 

Hello P3 Families, We are having a great start to the school year! The children 

have been working hard on focusing, listening skills and 

learning the routine of the day. 

 

We have begun our new Creative Curriculum studies. Part of 

this study is welcoming new and returning students into the 

classroom and giving them a sense of belonging. Classroom 

implementations of this include names and photos on the 

cubbies and around the room. We have begun name recogni-

tion by having the children find their name rock each morning 

and moving it to the "Who’s here?" plate. We really appreci-

ate your support and patience as the children are building this 

important skill.  

 

Please be sure you are still signing your child in on the 

attendance sheet each morning as well.  

Additionally, we have a beautiful poster displaying our unique 

and special families. If you haven’t had a chance to send a pic-

ture or need our help let us know. The children are really enjoy-

ing being able to point their families out and visit the pictures 

throughout the day. 

We have placed information on our Second Step social-

emotional curriculum in your child’s mailbox to take home. 

Please follow the instructions to set up an online account where 

you can access information and resources on what we teach in 

class. Homelink letters will go home twice a month with info 

about our topics and how to incorporate them into your child's 

learning at home.  

We also enjoyed a visit from the Fire Department Education Team in which they read a story 

about a dragon who comes to tea. The children learned about fire safety and there were safe-

ty booklets available in the lobby to take home. In October we will wrap up our beginning of 

the year study and begin a clothing study. Topics include features of clothes, taking care of 

clothes, making clothes, where clothes come from, work clothes and other special clothes. 

Thank you for your support in all we do! 

      -The P3 Teaching Team  

 

Karen - kcarpent@bellevuecollege.edu   * Ali - allison.beckvold@bellevuecollege.edu 

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton 



10 

                                

              October 2017 

What have the Pre-K classes been learning? 

PreK‐2 Teachers: Mala, Margarita and Ghousia  

Hello P2 Families! 

We love origami! In our classroom the  

children have been working on following  

directions to make origami creations.  Andy  

and Henry have been the "teachers" and we 

have made cats, dogs, birds and hats with  

origami.  Andy brought in a origami piano made 

from home and was showing  the children how 

to make it step by step.   

The Children have shown an  

interest in an alphabet song,  

called, "Andy apple."  We are  

currently singing it every day.   

The song helps them  

remember letter sounds.  

The pre-k2 children have also been choosing to work in groups during Free Choice Time 

whether it’s creating ramps for cars, doing art in the creative area or building structures in 

the block area. We were sad to say goodbye to teacher Haley this week, but will be happy 

to welcome a new teacher to our pod very soon.  

Mala  -  mkrishna@bllevuecollege.edu 

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton  
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What have the Pre-K classes been learning? 

PreK‐1 Teachers: Page, Margarita and Ghousia 

This past month was filled with questions about why  

objects move.  We set up ramps in the room to allow the 

children to experiment with different objects and how they 

move.  To no one's surprise, cars were the winner followed 

by balls as a close second.  If a solid object moves when it is 

placed on a slanted ramp, then how about water and sand?  

We then moved on to the tubes and funnels to see what 

moved faster, and happily, and to no surprise to us all, the 

water moved faster.  

We were visited by the local fire station public 

safety and gathered in P5 to listen to a story about 

what to do if there is a fire in your house.  There 

was an engaging question and answer session af-

ter.   "What will your family do if you have a fire?" 

"Do you have a meeting place outside of your 

home?"  "What should you do if the smoke alarm 

rings at home?" "Do we just listen or  get up and 

go outside?" Please take a moment and discuss 

your family plan at home, then practice it! You only 

have one chance in a fire to get it right! 

Page - pknapp@bellevuecollege.edu   

Preschool Program Manager: Susannah Halliburton 


