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Dear ELC Families, 
 

As we wind up Spring Quarter, I want to thank you for all I 

learned during my first school year here, and also share 

some plans and possibilities for what is ahead for the ELC. 

 

First, I am so inspired by the care and commitment to learn-

ing shown by this community of children, families, staff and 

teachers. Over the months, as individuals and collectively, 

there have been many joyful accomplishments, as well as 

challenges to overcome, and new dreams to dream. I have 

learned so much by hearing your joys and concerns 

and being witness to your journeys! Thank you for all 

they ways you have welcomed and supported me, and 

most importantly, each other. I am glad to be here. 

 

Coming up this summer, we will: 
 

 take steps to advance through the Early Achievers 
Quality Rating System by developing some focused 
professional development, additional family engage-
ment opportunities, and changes to our orientation and 
transition processes. 

 

 review and revise our financial practices and poli-
cies to address budget challenges and an upcom-
ing college audit. 

 

 have some front office changes with updated software 
and a sign in pad for the front desk on the way. The 
software will help us with scheduling and security. We 
will be asking you to take a minute to get your picture 
taken, and  to introduce you to the sign in screen and 
options.  

 
Looking even farther ahead to summer 2016, we have re-
quested funding for needed facility and grounds re-
pairs, maintenance and upgrades. If it is approved it 
may require a temporary closure. Of course I will be sharing 
information as I learn more, and as always, invite you to 
contact me with questions.  
 
I hope to see you at the ELC Annual Family Potluck Picnic 
on June 3, 2015 6:00-7:30. Rain or shine, we will be 
there with sandwiches and watermelon. Please bring any 
dish you would like to share. Blankets and lawn chairs are a 
good idea too. Let’s celebrate!   
      Warmly, 

 
    Kelly  

                               Director, ELC 

 

Dates to Remember  
 

6/3 

ELC Annual  

Family Potluck Picnic at 

Robinswood Park 

6:00-7:30 PM 
 

 

   

6/19 

Bellevue College  

Graduation at  

Key Arena 

7:00 pm 
 

 

 6/25 

 Preschool 

 Family Night 

 6:30-7:30 PM 
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Staff News 
 

Welcome to new teacher Kylie Rose 

Kylie joined our teaching staff in May. She is a recent 

graduate from Pepperdine University, who learned to 

love working in early literacy through a program called 

Jump Start. She joined the P1/P2 pod and is making 

great connections with children, families and staff. 

 

Thanks to ELC Cook, Angela Hargrove  
Over the past year she has transitioned the menu to 

more fresh and frozen foods, whole grains, and vege-

tarian meals and options. This was a goal that came 

out of the Fall Family Survey. We hope to keep this 

healthful trend “growing” over the summer  as teachers 

to plant and grow more edibles with their groups.  

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/equal.asp


Infants & Young Toddlers Classroom Clips~ Bonnie MacGregor, Specialist 3 
Infant 1: 
There were so many new discoveries last month! The infants have been exploring: textures, sounds and cause 

and effect.  The children seemed to especially enjoy exploring common everyday items such as: pots, pans and 

the different textures of fabrics. They are also exploring their expanding large motor skills and enjoying more out-

side time.  On dry days, they especially enjoy being able to get out of the stroller and play on the ground. The in-

fants have also enjoyed seeing the pictures of themselves and their families! This month we will be building upon 

these interests by; adding additional family pictures, bringing different toys outside with us and exploring the play-

ground and the grassy area out front. Speaking of the warming weather would you please send lighter weight 

clothing and a sun hat?  

Teachers: Lisa Ann, Liliana, Ghousia 

 
Infant 2: 
In the month of May, we provided balls, fabric, and small toys of different textures for  babies in Infant Room 2 to 
reach, hold, and explore.  They liked our handmade sensory blanket, especially the attached ribbon on it.  Some of 
the babies also enjoyed to move to follow balls as they roll and get out of their reach. Do you have ribbons or other 

sensory materials you could add to our collection? 
For the next month, we will focus on small and large motor skills by providing small moveable toys for babies to 
investigate and encourage them to move.  We will also use more touch and feel books to experiment with tex-
tures.  Teachers will help and encourage infants to turn pages of the book that we are reading. 

Teachers: Mahboobeh, Ghousia 
 
Young Toddlers – Toddler 1:   
In May a favorite event was when the children helped paint a big cardboard display board that was the background 
for the display during the open house. The children got very messy with paint from their noses to their knees and 
were very excited participating in this group activity. 

We’re hoping for some more warm weather in June and that we will be able to explore water play out on the play-
ground. This age group learns best through hands on sensory experiences and it can be a powerful and joyful 
learning experience to explore something like the sprinkler for the first time.  
 
The children have also been thoroughly enjoying having books read to them lately. To all parents, if you’d 
like, we invite you to take an extra few minutes at pick up or drop off time to read one of our books togeth-

er with the children in the classroom. You might be surprised at the audience you attract! 
Teachers: Yen Chiu, Brian, Ghousia 



Toddlers Classroom Clips  ~  Vanessa Von Papp, Specialist 3 
 
 
Toddler 2:   
The “Bug Hunt” nature walk was a big success! We 

went to the international student office to explore their 

big grassy yard. We rolled the rocks over, dug into the 

bushes and lifted up logs to look for little creatures. The 

children were excited and delighted and we laughed 

and laughed and laughed! They have been enjoying all 

of our walking field trips and also learning to be good 

pedestrians by listening and following the rules. Please 

join us and share in some of our excitement! Our 

walking field trip will be on every Thursday if the 

weather permits. We will leave here around 9:30am 

and come back around 10:30am.   

 The children noticed the squirrels were running around 

our outside garden and the top of plant was eaten the 

next morning! We will be planning to investigate the 

ways to protect our plants and keep taking good care of 

them.  We also have started to learn more about sorting 

and grouping through using vegetables and fruits. We 

hope by the end of this month that some of our vegeta-

ble will be ready to use in the many cooking activities 

we have plan. Parents can involve their children in 

many of these activity by sorting and classify fruits and vegetables and talk about which ones have seeds 

verses no seeds , or while putting each items in the vegetable and fruit compartment in their fridge. 

Teachers: Chisaki, Rita, Naghmeh 

 
Toddler 3:  
Thank you to the children and families who were able 
to attend our open house. If you are curious what our 
children are learning at school, please take a look 
our documentation board displayed in the hall 
way.  Notice their careful concentration, patience 
and purpose!  
 
Recently, our children have been doing a lot of dra-
matic play and physics around transportation. Building 
train tracks and running the trains on the track as well 
as rolling the small cars up and down the ramp were 
the favorite activities for our children. To expand our 
children’s interests in transportation, in June, we will 
take more field trips around the center paying attention 
to the cars and trucks on the road.   
 
Also, as summer is around the corner, we will enjoy 
the warm weather with more water play and explora-
tion. We will learn cause and effect while playing with 
water mills and also “paint’ with water outdoors. 

Teachers: Annie, Parisa, Naghmeh 
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Toddlers Classroom Clips  ~  Vanessa Von Papp, Specialist 3 
 

 
Toddler 5:  

Thank you for all the attended our open house! It was 

great to get an opportunity to talk to you. If you get a 

chance look at the documentation boards in the cen-

ter and see a picture of your child in action.  

In May, the children enjoyed planting and tending to 

their individual cups of grass inside, and also explor-

ing new ways to make music at our music garden out-

side! 

In June, we will spend more time outside with paint, 

chalk, mud and plant dyes to create some beautiful 

natural organic art. The children will have an oppor-

tunity to discover, where colors come from and how to 

find those colors in nature. We will also continue to 

observe the living things on campus, such as, trees, 

flowers, insects and birds, and discuss how they 

change with the weather. 

We learn from rhythm and sound using skillets, 

spoons, strainers and even a cowbell! Do you 

have a weather sturdy addition you would like to 

upcycle into our sound garden?  

Teachers: Karen, Diane, Wendy 

 
Toddler 6:  

In May children have had hands on experiences 

with both planting and cultivating as they have 

been watering and caring for the plants on a reg-

ular basis. Watching for signs of growth has been 

a popular activity too. The bean plants have been 

of particular interest, as they need to cling to, and 

climb up, some sort of support, in our case a net 

attached to the window. We have been able to 

compare their progress and development with 

that of the grass seed we planted, and are anx-

iously awaiting the appearance of the first bean 

flowers and subsequent bean pods. In June, we 

are planning to include the outside playground in 

our planting experiences. We will be transplant-

ing our new bean plants, and will take an active 

role in maintaining the recently established play-

ground garden. Did you get a chance to plant 

your handmade paper flowerpot with mari-

gold seeds? Let us know! 
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Preschool Classroom Clips ~ Vanessa Von Papp, Specialist 3  
Preschool 3: 
The children in P3 have been really engaged in making 
and playing in forts that we make out of fabric, clothes-
pins, boxes and toys.  As families have started spending 
more time outdoors finding themselves camping this has 
brought another level of outdoor living to our class-
room.  Campfires, camp stoves, hiking maps and even a 
canoe are being added to Campsite P3!“What do you see 
when you are outdoors?” “Bugs!” “Worms” “Bees” are a 
few of the answers we heard when asking the children 
this question.  To foster this interest we will be going on 
walks around the center looking for bugs to exam-
ine.  Teaching the love of outdoors also comes with teach-
ing respect for the outdoors.  Our classroom will be learn-
ing how to love nature and respect the bugs environment. 
 
The book “Hey Little Ant” by Phillip M. Hoose is an amaz-
ing book to read your child, written from an ants perspective. What would you do if the ant you were 
about to step on looked up and started talking? Would you stop and listen? A copy of this book is in our 
room, stop by and read it with your child.  More on this book, which was written by a Seattle father and 
daughter team, can be found here: https://heylittleant.wordpress.com/ 

Teachers: Page, Margarita 

Preschool 4: 
In May the children were very excited about a large box that we introduced in the cozy area.  They began 

to pretend that it was an elevator, which became a unique mode of transportation in their play stories!  

This month we will extend on this interest by bringing in a variety of other boxes and then using them to 

create a more permanent classroom structure.  Some ideas so far are: robots, space ships, elevators, 

and houses!  At home, your children might enjoy planning out more ideas for what to build and/or choos-

ing boxes (they can be very small) to bring to school and add to their structures! 
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Gavin draws an astronaut and talks about 

using seatbelts! Leila and Ada build test   

Rocket Ship Model #1. 

https://heylittleant.wordpress.com/


Pre-K 1:  
As summer approaches and transitions occur we welcomed our new teacher Kylie to PreK1. We 

are excited to have her and look forward to building relationships with her and the many teaching experi-

ences to come. This month the children discussed upcoming vacations and destinations. To incorporate 

the traveling experience we turned dramatic play into an island get away. We learned how islands are 

formed and how plant life and animal life inhabit islands. For the month of June we plan to extend the 

learning as we plant various vegetables, herbs and flowers. We will be tracking physical changes daily, 

as well as making predictions regarding the plant growth over the next few weeks.  

We are really looking forward to Family Night on Thursday June 25
th
. This is a great opportunity for you 

to come and explore the preschool wing! 

Teachers: Elyse, Kylie, Khazal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pre-K 2:    
During the month of May we have had great fun 

investigating bubbles. We have a documentation 

panel up in the classroom with pictures of us dis-

covering, creating and talking about bubbles… 

come in and check out our “bubble board” 

with your child!  Last month we also said 

goodbye to teachers Robin and Sarah; we talked 

about change. During this upcoming June we will 

be investigating changes that happen around us. 

We will pose questions such as “What did you 

notice?”, “What would happen if…” and “I wonder 

how…” Our inquiries will be done inside the 

classroom, out on our playground and during 

class fieldtrips onto campus. Look for our docu-

mentation board of “changes” we explored at the 

end of this month at our Family Celebration on 

June 25
th
! More information to come on that 

soon.  

Teachers:  Linda, Khazal 
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Ask your child to  

show you where to 

find the classroom 

projects in these 

photos!  

(Hint: They may be 

a different size 

now…) 
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Infant and Toddler Rooms Spring Open House 
 

On May 13, 2015 families gathered to share some relaxed time with 

teachers and each other. Teachers set out fun sensory , literacy and 

planting activities, and also created documentation panels, (now on 

display in our hallways),  to highlight children’s learning and teacher’s 

curriculum building process. 

Big brothers enjoy a 

chance to see what little 

sisters do in their class-

room! 

“We liked meeting other 

parents, and the teachers 

our daughter will have 

next, too! 
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Lots of fun easy ideas to grow 

something together! 



, 

 

You are invited to an ELC Family Night at 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 7th and Tuesday, April 14th 

5:30 to 7:30pm 
 

Please sign up at the front desk for this FREE fun way  

learn through play with your child while  you 

connect with other ELC families! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Here are the details: 
 Due to limited space, we will offer this opportunity for a limited num-

ber of ELC families on two separate nights, but ask that each family 

attend on only one night. 

 Families will provide their own transportation to meet at the museum 

in Factoria Mall. 

  Families will remain with their child at all times during the event. 

 Children must be currently ELC enrolled and at least 2 years old. 

 Older siblings may attend with the family, but must be signed up. 

 

, 

 

 

ELC Annual  

Family Potluck Picnic 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, June 3, 2015  

6:00-7:30 PM 

At Robinswood Park 

 

Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and favorite dish to share.  

The ELC will provide sandwiches and watermelon! 

Come to meet other families, relax and play together! 
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Preschool  
Family Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, June 25, 2015 
6:30-7:30 PM 

Is your child: 

moving on to Kindergarten in the Fall,  

preparing for a second year of Preschool,  or  

crossing over from the Toddler side soon? 
 
You are invited to share an evening for families to celebrate the jour-
ney the ELC preschoolers have been on, learn about some milestones 
on the way,  and see the direction they are headed! 


