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July & August 2018 

 

Dates to Remember: 

Dear ELC Families,  
 The family picnic was awesome. Almost half of 
the ELC families and almost all of the ELC staff came 
out to Robinswood Park on Friday, June 1

st
, to 

celebrate all the end of year transitions and share our 
Annual Family Potluck Picnic. There was so much 
delicious food, smiling faces, great conversations - 
even the weather cooperated.  
Ali captured some wonderful pictures of some of the 
fun that was happening.  
Take a look …..  ELC Family Picnic  
   
     In preparation of the opening for Student Housing 
the ELC back entrance is being changed to an 
employee only entrance. We ask that all families 
please park in the front of the building in the 20 minute 
drop off spots or the adjacent lot 99 and only use the 
front entrance. This is also to implement changes in 
monitoring access to the building. The door codes will 
not work on the back entrance door. Please plan your 
pick up and drop off accordingly. Also please DO NOT 
park in the fire emergency curb/area. We need this 
area open for emergency vehicles in the event that 
your child might need assistance.  
 
In Fall 2018, when the back parking lot is completely 
open, the ELC will once again be initiating an early 
closure at 4:15pm on the first Friday of the month. This 
will start on September 7th, and continue on the first 
Friday of every month. The Department of Early 
Learning’s Quality Rating System, Early Achievers, 
requires consistent staff meetings and professional 
development opportunities. The early closure option 
was chosen as a way to provide this time for teachers 
without sacrificing continuity and child to adult ratios 
throughout your child’s day. The time of day and week 
was chosen by reviewing our attendance patterns, as 
well as college class and work schedules.  
 
     Warmly, 
                                   Lisa  
     Director, ELC  

 

7/4/18 
Independence Day 
ELC CLOSED 

7/2 - 8/15 
Summer quarter  
ELC OPEN 

8/17/18 
Classified  
Professional  
Development Day 
  
*BC and ELC CLOSED  

9/7/18  
BEGIN: Early closure 
at 4:15pm  
Please be in the 
building by 4:00 to 
pick up your child.  

9/3/18  
Labor Day  
 
*BC and ELC CLOSED  

http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/policies/
https://alibeephotography.pixieset.com/bcelcfamilypicnic/
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Infant 1 & 2 Teachers: Liliana,  Mahboobeh & Rachel 

What's New in the Infant Room? 

Mahboobeh - mnasroll@bellevuecollege.edu        *Lilliana - lmartell@bellevuecollege.edu 

 

Specialist for Infant and T1 Rooms: Linda Boyd 

During the summer months we say good-bye to 
some of our friends that are moving on to the toddler 
1 classroom while along the way we welcome new 
friends to our classroom.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The babies are now showing an interest in 
“pretending”. They pretend to make phone calls, 
care for babies and they eat pretend food from 
containers.  
 
 
Also they are becoming very involved in “reading” 
books. Most of the children are pointing to pic-
tures and “talk” about what they see in the books.  
 

 
During the summer months we will be preparing the 
classrooms so the new babies and families coming in 
will be greeted with a warm welcome. We are also 
planning to use the grassy area for some water play 
and bubbles, as long as the weather cooperates. 
 

Please make sure you check your child’s extra clothes 
cubbie for appropriate outfits for the warm, sunny 
days. Also don’t forget to send  sunscreen if your baby 
is 6 months or more and fill out the appropriate forms. 
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What Have the Young Toddlers Been Learning? 

T1 Teachers: Brian & Lisa Ann  

Brian - bcooper@bellevuecollege.edu     * Lisa-Ann—lowens@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Infant and T1 Rooms: Linda Boyd 

Looking back to the beginning of the school year in T-1, from September 2017 to now, we see just 
how much growth can happen with the children in just 9 months. The children that started the school 
year with us have all moved on to the older toddler classrooms.  
 
We have good memories of the time we met and  spent time 
together playing games, dancing and engaging in activities with 
the generations that passed through our classroom.  

 
Children came to us 
with emerging language 
and social skills and 
have blossomed into 
capable and confident 
toddlers. The group we 
have now is getting 
comfortable with each 
other as we have new 
children joining us from 
the infant room once 
again.  
 
 

We started the warmest day of summer so far with some 
water play which the children were very interested in ex-
ploring. Water play will continue throughout the summer as 
weather allows. Thank you to our families for bringing extra 
clothes, extra shoes and sunscreen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the summer continues children will move to the older tod-
dler classrooms and we will have a new group of children 
around the same age. Thank you to all families; past, pre-
sent, and future for allowing us to be part of your journey with 
your children. 
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What have the T2 Toddlers been learning? 

Teachers: Rita, Parisa and Darrell 

Rita - rruffin@bellevuecollege.edu       *  Parisa –pmohamad @bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

During the month of June we planted sunflower 
seeds and grass seeds in egg shells and on wet 
sponges. To our great surprise after two weeks 
there was grass!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children worked on cutting the grass with 
scissors, practicing their fine-motor skills. The 
children helped to transfer the plants to the 
flower bed outside so they can watch them 
grow in the upcoming months. 
The children also planted pumpkin seeds that 
they decided to take home to take care of and 
observe them as they grow bigger every day.  

 
 
Brodey brought in a Tiger 
Swallowtail butterfly one day 
and the children had the op-
portunity to take a closer look 
at the butterfly using a magni-
fying glass.  

 
For the upcoming summer months we are looking for-
ward to having a parade on our playground, making ob-
stacles course for our children to practice their large mo-
tor skills and doing a lot of cooking projects.  
The children are showing a lot of interest in cooking so 
we are going to be making pizzas and as the weather  
gets warmer we are going to be making a fruit salad and 
other delicious treats.  
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What have the T3 Toddlers been learning? 

Teachers:  Iryna, Yen-Chiu and Darrell 

    Yen-Chiu - yong@bellevuecollege.edu    *Iryna - iryna.antonyuk@bellevuecollege.edu   

Specialist for Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

Summer is finally here! Everyone has been waiting 
for this season full of sunny, warm days. It gives the 
children a chance to enjoy their outside time with 
lots of fun summer activities such as planting flowers 
and herbs, experiencing water activities and just en-
joying the sunshine. 
It’s also a time to celebrate the children’s milestones 
as some of our older children move on to preschool 
and as we welcome new friends to our classroom. 
 
As toddlers we are always practicing social-
emotional skills, cognitive skills, physical skills and 
language skills. Children are very observant so dur-
ing play they act out adult daily activities and rou-
tines.  They like to act out “Office” by using wooden 
blocks to create a printer. They will pretend  to be 
looking at a computer or talking on the phone using 
props that we provide.  

 
 
 
The children enjoy role playing pizza parlor and or-
dering their favorite pizza. This type of play helps to 
improve their social skills sustaining positive interac-
tions with their friends. 
 
Toddlers are always showing a natural curiosity and 
eagerness to investigate ways to make something 
happen. They like to take things apart, turn things 
on and off and watch how things work. They also 
like to explore different kinds of art and participate in 
various scientific activities.  

 
This summer, we are looking forward to having a parade on our playground  and doing 
some cooking projects. We plan to make smoothies and while talking about the importance 
of eating fruits and vegetables. 
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What have the T5 Toddlers Been Learning? 

Specialist for Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp  

Teachers: Paula, Lily and Khazal 

Physical development has been a  highlight during  
this school year in the T5 classroom. We often explored 
our gross motor room in P5. The children had several op-
portunities to run freely, climb, jump and play games. One 
of our favorite activities in the large motor room was 
stretching our bodies. Teacher Kazhal would give instruc-
tions and the children would follow along.  
We practiced our balancing skills and learning to move 
purposefully from place to place. 

 
Art Exploration has been 
another highlight in the T5 
classroom.  We have used 
materials such as chalk, bio 
color paints and markers. 
We also discovered we can explore with natural materials 
such as sticks and leaves. Using our imaginations we created 
some interesting collages. We displayed the children’s work 
of art pieces around the room given them opportunities to dis-
cuss what they created amongst 
their friends and teachers. 

Social – emotional development is an area that we are always 
practicing. We sit together in groups taking care of babies, 
learning the skill of how to manage the needs of others. The 
children enjoy feeding the babies and pretending to change dia-
pers. They were able to expand their play moving on to parallel 
play while watching and playing along side their friends, waiting 
their turn.  

We also enjoy watching our older 
friends play outside and engage in 
conversations through the window. 
 
We will continue to expand in these areas throughout the sum-
mer as the children show interest. We also plan to do some 
more exciting activities outside as the weather gets warmer, 
such as water play and art exploration.  
                                  

Paula - paula.bourgeois@bellevuecollege.edu  * Lily - linchih.wang@bellevuecollege.edu 
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What have the T6 Toddlers been learning? 

Teachers:  Annie, Megan and Khazal 

       Annie - ygu@bellevuecollege.edu  * Megan - meganl.russell@bellevuecollege.edu 

Specialist for  Toddler Rooms: Vanessa Von Papp 

Throughout the school year we have had many interests and moments of growth in T6. We started 
off the school year by getting to know our new friends, along with a new daily routine. In order for us 
to get to know each other we did lots of group activities. We did various art activities, explored differ-
ent textures indoors and out, and went for walks around preschool using the walking rope so we are 

ready for a fire drill.  

             

Through all of our daily experiences we have practiced our fine 
motor and large motor skills. We have also begun to expand on 
our social skills by interacting more together through parallel 
play. We have become more engaged in reading books through 
interactive flannel board stories and songs. Currently our favor-
ite things to talk about are letters and animal sounds.  

Throughout the next few 
months we will be enjoy-
ing the sunny weather 
with some water explora-
tion and outdoor art activi-
ties. We are planning to 
use spray bottles to deco-
rate a white sheet with colored water and add water to the wa-
ter table on a regular basis. Nothing says summer like some 
outdoor picnics and enjoying nature all around us. We have 
been nurturing our green beans and watching them grow in 
our classroom.  
The 2017/2018 school year has been such a wonderful year. 
We are looking forward to creating more wonderful memories   
throughout the up coming school year.  
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What have the P4 Preschoolers been learning? 

Teachers: Cindy, Wendy and Naghmeh 

Wendy - wendy.cote@bellevuecollege.edu  *Cindy - cindy.koepke@bellevuecollege.edu 

Preschool Program Manager:  

During this past school year we have enjoyed learning about vari-
ous subjects, from insects to tunnels and tubes and buildings. 
One of our favorites that we also studied was a unit on pets. We 
also learned about how we can help our planet by recycling the 
things that we use everyday. We are always practicing how we 
can manage our feelings and expressing ourselves to our peers 
and just recently revisited this unit.  

 
During the insect unit we learned about many different types of in-
sects but  we mainly focused on bees. We made our own beehives 
out of toilet paper tubes and we even tasted honey. We went on a 
bug hunt, once spring showed up, and discovered some interesting 
bugs.  
 
For the recycling unit and tube project we brought in stuff from our 
homes and made a city structure from all the materials that we col-

lected. The pet unit inspired us to set up a pet shop with in our dramatic play area with 
stuffed animals and supplies that a pet shop has to care for our pets. The children have en-
joyed listening to stories about animals but their all time favorite is "Strictly No Elephants" a 
story about including everyone. 

For the summer months will continue to nourish our seeds that we planted in the spring 
and watch them grow into delicious food for us to taste. Summer is also the time when we 
say good bye to some friends and say hello to new friends as we welcome them into our 
classroom. With summer comes sunny weather which gives us a chance to explore the 
campus on walking field trips and enjoy the activities the sunny weather can offer such as 
water play and running through the sprinkler.
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What have the P3 Preschoolers been learning? 

Teachers: Karen, Ali and Naghmeh 

Preschool Program Manager:  

Karen - kcarpent@bellevuecollege.edu  *  Ali - allison.beckvold@bellevuecollege.edu 

We had an amazing school year with the children. We started out slowly introducing our 
classroom learning centers and expectations of preschool. The children learned how to 
enter into play and build friendships. We learned about a variety of topics including pets, 
recycling, exercise, balls, bugs, and trees. The children worked hard on letter recognition 
and writing their names. We enjoyed moving our bodies doing yoga and Friday dance 
parties.  

We took a field trip to the library 
and walks around the center. 
One special spring day we went 
to the courtyard on campus and 
played games around the beauti-
ful cherry blossom trees.   

We watched caterpillars trans-
form into beautiful butterflies and 
be released. The children plant-
ed sunflower seeds and watched 
them grow.  

 

We were scientists when we did a milk experiment. The 
children made a hypothesis, and tested their predictions.  

We did cooking projects and 
made many batches of 
Naghmeh’s special 
playdough. The children used 
their fine motor skills to push, 
roll, poke, squeeze and 
pound the dough.   

 

They helped tend the garden by 
watering the sprouts and picking 
weeds. We collected bugs on the playground and observed ant’s 
busy working in our ant farm.  

We look forward to summer weather and all the fun fieldtrips, pic-
nics, and water play. We will continue to tend our garden and 
watch the sunflowers grow.  
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What have the Pre-K classes been learning? 

Teachers: Mala, Donna, and Margarita  

Mala - mkrishna@bellevuecollege.edu            * Donna - dflanner@bellevuecollege.edu   

Preschool Program Manager:  

The children are enjoying working as a team and sharing their ideas with one another. For 
the first 15 minutes in the morning each child is paired with someone they don’t normally 
play with on a daily basis. During this time we have observed the children really seeking out 
other peers to do thing with such as building, counting, sorting, connecting and role playing. 

 
This is the result of hard 
work by the children 
they are really com-
municating, negotiating 
and playing together as-
suming roles, cooperat-
ing and sharing ideas 
and materials in socially 
acceptable ways.   
 

                          

 

Now that summer is 
coming and water play is happening everywhere, we have 
children working on the playground (sand area) with dino-
saurs.  They are very involved in creating a ‘dinosaur 
world’ with bridges and rivers.  Many children are involved 
in the planning and designing of the world they are creat-
ing in the sand area.  There is team work in process.   

We will be doing a lot of 
water play in July and 
August. Encourage the 
children to see what other materials they can add to their 
creation.  We will be using the grass area in the front of 
the center now that the weather is getting warm. The chil-
dren will get to take materials to the grass area and ex-
plore. Many of our girls and boys are writing words or just 
beginning. We have a couple of favorite alphabet songs 
that we sing. One is ‘see it, say it, sign it the letters of the 
alphabet’. We are encouraging parents to spend a few 
minutes in the evening with your child going through the 

letters of the alphabet and number recognition. Have them illustrate a story and help them 
with the words of their story.   
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What have the Pre-K classes been learning? 

Teachers: Page, Brianne and Margarita  

Page - pknapp@bellevuecollege.edu    * Brianne  -  brianne.miles@bellevuecollege.edu 

Preschool Program Manager:  

 

As summer approaches we look back on the school year. It has been amazing to watch 
the children develop and grow. In September many of the children refused to try and write 
their names. Now they are walking around with pads of paper taking notes, making check 
lists, or writing notes to people. Some children are actually reading and helping their 
friends learn to read. Most days we work on simple math 
that the children have mastered and the teachers are hav-
ing to make it harder because they are becoming proficient 
in simple addition. 

We have children who were de-
termined to ride the 2 wheeler 
bikes, they spent days practic-
ing and are now riding them 
with ease.  

 
 

One of the units that the children real-
ly enjoyed was the study of insects. 

They enjoy finding worms, bugs, and 
insects outside and often times 
try to bring them inside. They 
like watching the creatures 
move and trying to figure out 
what they are doing.  
 
The children really enjoyed our exercise study and we 
often find them exploring different ways of movement 
while singing and dancing.  
 
This summer we hope to have some fun in the sun 
along with water play on the playground. We also plan 
on taking walking field trips around campus.  
 

We will continue to work on reading, writing, math, and social emotional development be-
fore some the children go off to kindergarten in September. We are also going to plant 
some seeds. watch them grow and eventually enjoy the harvest.      


